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TO FAIE OF NATIONALISM 


nils la not a book about abstract doctrine* It deals vltb 
political prohlens such as they a|j;>eared to raen engaged in action* 

Ihe author has analyxed the facta, the events which have pro-> 
foundly shaken the soul of a whole generation of his country* It 
is the Kunanlan legionary Moveaent which is here making its deposi- 
tion* The points of view esqpressed in this book and the eonclusioiia 
idiloh it draws are the result of an experience acquired by its 
leaders during 30 years* struggle* The only relationship that 
could bs established between this work and books of pure specula- 
tion is that in both cases the historical detail disappears in 
favor of its inteUiglble expression* 

But| one may ask, apart from the history of the Rumanian 
people, vtQT voild the political experience of the Legionary Movement 
be of interest to Europe 7 As we will try to explain precisely in 
this book> the nationalist movements of Italy, Spain, Oermahy, 

Poland, TngosXavia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ewania, Latvia, Norway, 
England, France, and Belgium arise from a similar frame of mind, 
from a social and political phenomenon coprKm to all Europe* hone 
of these movements Imitated another — In^far as this happened, 
its creative potential was weakened — but each one answered an appeal 
which history addresses to all netions* Kossolini was right to 
affirm that Fascism — that is to say Itallen nationsllsm — was 
no prodnet for exportation*. No people can credit itself with having 
.brought nationalism Into being and of having spread it throughout 
the world* Each nation hides within its depths its own nationalism! 
it is up to each nation to mold it in the die of reality* If 
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nationalism oanlfeBted itscll with more vigor after World War I 
b7 creating a style of lifey an eroc which replaced the Bourgeois 
period^ it Ifl to be explained by the fact that condltlonfl favorable 
to ite full bXooai were uni ted only at that noaent (the awaken* 

Ing of the popular nasees), the Legionary Kovenent did not appear 
as the continuation of an ijnpulse coning fron ontaida the frontleray 
aa has so often been affiroed In i«at or In bad faith| it la truly 
an aapreaaion of the neceasltlea of life of the Runanlan people* 
lha faet that one .my eee in it certain relationships with other 
■ow w a n ta or not# certain Ideologioal slnllarltlas can be eicplalned 
by the conon lirouad which exists at the basis of all nationallat 
groi^a* 

Ovr expoaa does not aln at explaining the hiatory of the 
BMnian LeglaBary NoTeaenti it endeavors to Include the general 
panoram of the natlooalist pbenonanon^ and to do this with the 
aid of facta which our own eaperlenoe gives us* Since ideas which 
are chaxmcteristic of our oantory are reflected in the hiatory of 
the legionary Movenant^ we have applied oureelves to the Job of 
bringing out the factors comon to all nationalist wov en entSj 
the elemnta capable of clarifying the pbenoeeaon aa a whole* 

Ihia does not man that our sole ain is to explain the 
bams of natlooallsn and its historical vioissitadea* It la not our 
Intentlen in writing this book to study a recent pbam of European 
hiatoiy^ It is rather concern for the future which has ooi^Mlled 
^ to write it* Ibis book la a book of attltudSf of oonhat* It 
ia ecmdtted to supporting the oausa of Xatlonalian and, if posatblty 
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to detaching it from the daruiges of the var« But how can \rt at- 
tain this result without first knowing its true face^ without da- 
fining what it really is7 Both friends and eneoies have judged It 
falaaly. Ihe nationaliaa which the world knows and evaluates does 
not correppood to its authentic iioage. Ihe aspirations of ths 
peopXsa have been adulterated* People talked about natlonalisnj 
acta have bea^ooMdtted in nane| but in reality the survival 
of the bourgeois and capitalist era» the era of laperlalian and 
ohaaviaiSHf baa bse& the conscience of ths peoples end 

rndesifTlng the international ataoapbere* Ibe defeat which the 
nationalists have sadergona is« in the flret piece, the result of 
this false appreciation of the pbenoasnon* 

■ationallss finds Itself once core at a crossroad* 

Tanquiahad on the political level by the gdlltary victory of the 
iUieo, the nationalist syth has not ceased to Move the soxil of 
the peoples* The nationalist states, with their fonddlble axvlea, 
have dlaappesrsd from the world scene | but the spiritual energy 
whl^ gave rise to these forces has not died* Dl8perse<4 deo^itated, 
and haunted frosi all sides, but nontheleas alive, present and inde- 
struotibls, natlonallsn could disappear only If the nations disap- 
peared« 


Vbat dlrsotlon will ths survivors of the nationalist cata- 
strophe of take? Will the tragic experience of the war ba of 
Mm usa? Will it aoable us to discern in the political past idiat 
was good and what was erromous? Or will the nostalgia of van- 
quiihad Idsala be stronger than the lessons which Hfs teaebss, even 


to tha point of p re VO .'ting a nev orientation of the paoplesj which 
would be in greater confonirlt7 with the profound ntaning of nation- 
allsa? 

Dm nationalist world with its diverse ethnical baggage, 
la aolioited today by diverging tcndenciea. Certain people con* 

to confound natlonallsB with its historic tragedian, without 
gning back to its principle | without aearchlng for Ita real neaixlng* 
for thla category of Kationallate the cause of the defeat, a super- 
flolal defeat, goee back to the absurd coalition of Denocracy azKl 
Bdlshevlan* Dtey balieve in this all the nore since the dlsap* 
pearanoe of the great nationalist powers has opened thd door to the 
boXaheriet limeion of Europe, and beoaoee no Veatam state la 
capable of replaoing their polltloal and nllitary potential* 

Diere la also another currant, which without eacrificing 
aiqrthing of tha apirltnal treasury of nationalian triea to detach 
it fron all eanlfeatationa which do not belong to ita eesanoe and 
to Ita aapirationa, eanlfeatationa irtiich have oorr^ited Ita character, 
and triea to put it back into world circulation in ita pure forv* 
Under thia aspect, nationalian loaes ita aggreaaive characteriatlca 
and beeonsa a factor for orastlng hamohf between peoples* 

lha first attitude ispenttrsly lacking in forusight* lbs 
historical ou^OItm or outline of netlonsliae is lost in a ■altitude 
of waadsrings^ and disordered engagenents; to eontinae the aana 
policy would anan to repeat tonorrow tha arrora of yeaterday* A 
nationalisa focused on the past would never be able to diaaipbte 
the au^plciona which the public opinion of the deaocratic states 
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jnarjLfoflt tovard It* In order for the nationalist Idea to becoaa 
again an active and constructive political value, it must be sepa- 
rated Tron the acta and attitudes which do not belong to it by 
nature* 


This reeoooillation Is even more neoeaaary since the 
natioDallst energies have becone indl^pansable for the creation of 
a powerful anti-eoMBunlat front* Ibe deaocracbe are passing 
through a grate ideological crisis* Idbermllan has entered a 
phase of deoUne and no longer has any influence with the naaeee* 

It is iii|>oealbXe to etart the battle against Cosuualan — * all 
the tirtose of vfaioh are open to dispute esoept for elan and 
nUltant epirit — with an Ideology which As ih^theopj^^ss of dsoay* 
In ordtr to eoi^Dsate for their eplrltual tmetnaij the DsBocraoles 
■iBt look to the support of the nationalist norswente* 

Whether one vlaibea it or not, frow 19?i5 on, the fate of na- 
has been confounded with the fate of the dewocracles* If 
there still eidet denoerata who, blinded by passion, do not ersn 
eed in their laet hour where death will strike from, the national- 
ieta aust not fall in the sane error* It Is their task to sec to 
it with perseterenoe that their frleDdablp with the deBK>cracies ie 
not oot^rowleed by unthou^tful acts or by unreasonable deaande* 

If the natixinallets insist iq>on extremist and rigid attitudes which 
eanz»t at least boast the unreaervad eig)port of truth, they could 
lig>ede the process of unification of European forces and indiraotly 
lno2%aae the efaaaces for the victory of bolafaeviai* lat us s\g>poee 
that the denocnoiea ttA strong enough to defeat bolsbevlsn alone* 
Should we conelude that bc^oause of this nationallsa would loss 
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ita reason for existence, Uiat It viXl no longer play any role 
whatsoever in the life of Ue peoples i 


Ihe error would be great* In bolshevism the natlor^ are 
threatened with an acute and liarrediate danger, but even without 
the intervention of the BolshevUc plag^ they could loae tbelr 
vital bAiaiMw* and perish* Kan in our era Is auch too deprived of 
spiritual life to be able to dispense with the crutch of national* 
iSB* Deprived of thia spiritual force, be would exposed to the 
■oet harmful Idaaa and poDtical conceptions* Without the living 
pxesence of nationalism, without the permanent action of this 
principle in the eonscimnoe of the individual, the p<^ular nasses 
would daatroy the natural frame of history, foxmmd by ethnical 

j eategorlea, and would disappear in a degradihg^tmixtore of races, 

of peoples, and of cultures* Nstionalisn Is not only s useful 
ideology for the present moaent, it is the creative element in 

I history, an element wfaieh will be even more indispensable In the 

I future* 

I 

I The ideas which we expound heze are not the result of msdi* 

tstions suggested by the war* Tbay belong to the "first princlpL s” 

I of the Rumanlsn legionary MoTtmsnt and events have only coaflmed 

I 

I them in a way for which we had never hoped. Ihe singular fate of 

the Rumanian legionary Kovemant, the persecutions which it suffered 
even during the period which was, from the political point of view, 

■set favorable to it can be explained by its constant faithfulness 

i 

{ , to the fuDdsnental truths of the nationalist doctrine* In tha West 

ths legionary Movement has few friends* Ap<rt from the defanatlors 

j 
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and lies which have widely bandied by iUs enemies^ practically 

nothing is known about its past, its suTie rings, and its aims, 
nils book has no intention of reestablishing t2^ truth as far aa 
w« are concerned. It deals with a question of general interest. 

It restricts itself to rercallng to the readers one single fact which 
we think is eloquent enough to nake it uzuiecessary to accoo^>any it 
with cosnentaries: from 1936 on, the concentration cai^ regiiae 

beoaflt a new uniTeree for the Legionaries. Ihey energed fron one 
concentration caaf) only to be directed to another caj^}« Ruwnlan 
caaf>a, Geman caaps, allied casps, Soviet caqpel And their calrary 
eontinuea today behind the Iron Curtain. 

In theae conslderatlone we have been guided by one single 
tboiifhtt the catastrophe which threatens the existence of all 
peoplea. Ibo moh hatred, too mieh despair have risen In the world 
for individuals and nationa to continue to allow thenselves to 
'fake truth lightly. We no longer can peradt history to develop 
bapbagardly, ruled by chaotic ains* Ibe ament for tbs Great 
Bafotm has arrived. All the' Ideas, sll the systens, and all the 
oonoeptlona of the past centuries cost be revised and adapted 
to the Ixuaer nan, to hia atructure and to hia ends. Ve aust 
oeaae to aeparmte the aplritual au fron the political aMia. Bla« 
tory la an aspect of the great life of the spirit. The unending 
quarrsl»^iihloh the peoplea have anong theatfelvea over territory 
to oonqmr, or for objectives of glory or interest reprsasnt only 
hit lower nature which anast be defeated and must be subordinated to 
perem^.toiy ends. 

Ihe aim of history is the liberation of peoples from fear. 
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froB oppression, froa injustices so that cbeir purest and beet 
energies can be utilised In the realn of cultural creation, the 
only creation vbicb is gifted vith the halo of lJ»ortality. 
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CHAPXEH I 

ODWOTISH AKD BOURGEOIS AMD CAPITALIST SOdETI 

Ibe lack of progress vhlch can b« found In the noril and 
political eclencaa Is caused hj the Inability of aan to Iniprore the 
revolts obtained by his predecessore Is the rtaln of social organi- 
sation* A long tine ago this ^disorder” vaa already no longer 
part of thv reals of the poeitlTe sclf^nces vhere discoverieo and 
Ixrrastlons can be transferred fro* one coontXT’ to another^ vhair 
no one daz>s8 operate with notions vhlch have been contradicted by 
e 3 Q>erlenot« Die spirit of ljf}roTi8ation idiich rules oTar social 
aotivitdea Baioee the art and science of gotemlng suffer fron the 
graeeat contradictions r on one hand the progress aobieved in that 
order by one generation Is blurred by foUovlng generatlonsi on 
the other, errors which have been branded by the experiences of 
peoplea ra^^pear after haring renained burled for a~long trfalle 
and OQoe snre enjoy the confidence of the nesses as well as of their 
rulers* Bov ich suffering and toment could have been spared 
fauBBUlty if its past had been enalyfad so as to discover ^lat has 
proven to be false, unjust, absurd, destructlTe, and what has proved 
to be relueble, so that fron this selection a criterion, sonething 
nice a fundsMntal concept of hunanity, a concept which could at 
the eane tine eerve as a central idea for political coordination 
and a fxaae of reference for the sciences, whose sIa is related to 
tbs deetii^ of bunn groups or collectivities^ could cone into being* 

In order to distinguish between truth and error in the frane 
of history, nore is needed than Just a rational effort* Ibe hunan 
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lAtelligance can easily detach from the facts observed by 

the physical sciences , because In that case It is dealing with a 
matter which is inert, amonyaioua and subjugated to our destiny* 

But It is Incapable 6f retaining the sajoe objectivity when dealing 
vitb human events • Judging and at the sane tins participating in 
hiatoryt nan ends by yielding to inclinations which are foreign 
to hla vocation. Egotisna, vanities, unreasonable interests falvlfy 
the past of a people, thus preventing the authentic lessons of 
faiatory from penetrating the soul of future generations* 

Ihls does not mean that the art of governing, that ia the 
political sclenoea, are aubject to a perpetual instability; the 
praoeding ramaxic Indicates only that the nsans of Investigation 
with which we want to decipher the mysteries of social institutions 
axe not adapted to the objective of its investigation, and we must 
cone to Ita aid with a tool of greater subtlety, a tool which 
would have greater lxg>aot* In order to elucidate or solve the 
problems of history, reason should be supported by a great and 
dlainteraated vitality* hen should first purll^ his U-oughta from 
the co^)lex of sgotlsns in order to obtain a real knowledge of the 
ooig>lejdtles of society. 

For hsTlng delayed the composition of t^a "Magna Carta" of 
universal historyt preconditioned, It is true, ty the devel^nmiit 
of the spiritual nature of man, humanity wanders today in the laby- 
rinth of Its own faults* Peoples and individuals struggle with 
each other to see to it that tbessa and Ideals whose baaea arm 
equally weak may triimgjh* 
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A profound une&alneca, a terrible fear of the future arises 
froa today’s torment — irhiXe the extraordinary adranoes of tech- 
nology should absure us of the contrary — becausa eve^gthing that 
is started is done in a haphaiard aannerf without probing the 
unksowSf without knovlng where ve are going to stop in the future* 
S»ani^ has only partial visions of life which interfere with 
saoh other In UnitXess confusion* In a period where we constanUy 
speak in terms of the political unification of continental what 
can lacks the nost is ths principle which could animate such an 
effort and such an accovg)li8haent| that is, enlightened historical 
insight* 

Ihe war over, the victors overran the vanquished* Aoousatlons 
are made, the search for the responsible s is started, tbty are /found, 
they are punished* The procedure In itself would not have been bad 
if the tiihunal of humanity had tried all the criminals of ths war, 
without taking the question of nationaliV or political color of 
tlm delinquents Into account, and, naturally, without sparing the 
vlctore* Otherwise this interna tlonal tribunal is in great danger 
of eppearlng to be an. inatrunent of vengeance rSther than a means 
of expiation in the service of the inherent Jnstlee of history* 
there is no doubt that the nationalist movements have made sdstahes* 
But bow can we isolate these errors from their historiosl frame 
end present then in a separate file? these ere the errora of ai« 
ere, they correspond to a state of mind, they have their antecedente* 
there are mistakes which preceded the faults of the nationalists, 
which scco^panied them, and which have never ceased to exist, even 
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aftsr the breakdown of the Axis powers. One caimot speaK of the 
errora of natlonallsin without deelinj; with those errors wlilch 
btnught vip the apparition of this novement. Mationalisni la only 
the reaction of national colie ctlYily against the errors of the 
bourgeois and capitaliat socle Is it possible to consider these 
errors with indulgence whan it is through their accumulation that 
the pedaatal of Bolohevlsn, that abonlxaLtloz^of human hlatory^ was 
created? 

It would be entirely Inooneot to liken Bolsherlen to an 
error. 1b do ao would even be to pay a conpliment. Error exists 
only In relationship to what is good and true. Error results because 
there is a lack of aeaiduity In nan to disoover and serve higher 
valmes. Bolshevism cannot even boac.t of this pidvllege. Truth is 
entirely ha id shed from its ^here> from the vision of the new world 
vhicb its rulers wish to build* Mot only does BolshsTism think that 
truth has no usafuinass for the life of the State) truth la peree- 
euted and oondea>ied« even when it remains in a latent state, without 
any relationships to action* Whosoever atteag>ta to give to it the 
B»st innocent or the most timorous expression, risks being branded 
an enemy of the people and disappearing into the unending ranks of 
thome who no longer have any name or any family* 

Boleheviam la engaged In pernanent warfare with truth) lie 
entire eystea waa built in order to persecute and exterminate it* 

Ihe Bolshevik State is not so much at grips with the political and 
social entity of aan as with the truth which lies in his soul* It 
is not content with asking from its subjects an impeccable civic 
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conforniaB, but purouee then and controls then in their inner selTes, 
The nodel citiiena of the soYiet :itate are individuals separated froa 
their internal world, incapable of thiniclng by thonselYes or af find- 
ing their personal aspirations; they are mn whose spiritual func- 
Jd-oos hawB been standardized and who can be perfectly controlled from 
the exterior. After the expropriation of property and the confia- 
oation of work, cones the expropriation of the spirit. Ihe slight- 
est bit of truth left Ignored in a comer of the eoul consitutea 
for the bolsherUc an explosiYe substance of unbeLl enable efficacy, 
capable of ersatliig the nost etobbom resistaxKe and endangering 
the very continuity of tbe raglne. 

Let us wvt inagliie that the triuii9>h of bolshevlsn vUl 
take the form of a political or silitary victory. Ihie triunph 
wUl be celebrated on the day when the Soviet nonoculture has 
eucoeeded in killing the last spiritual vestiges of hunonity. 

The Ideal of Bolshevisn is the expropriation of Vte huaan person. 

How was the creation of th .s monstrous organization nade 
possible? How can one explain Its extrens virulence and its uni- 
vernl apparition? The answer would not be conclusire If we Men- 
tioned only the hundred-year struggle of the different comnist 
groups over the whole world. Ihls revolutionary tradition started 
by the Russian Decenbrists explains only one phase of the problem, 
the least iag>ortant ones the existence of an organised force, which, 
profiting of tbe difficulties of the period, captivates all popular 
discontents. In order to be cons a worldwide calamity, cosnunlstr) 
bad to find an eirrlronDsnt in which it could develop freely, within 
the very society which it hated and wished to destroy. A handful 
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of fanatics In the scrric® of a fatal idea would never have been 
able to conatituoe a danger to the security of peoples without the 
coi4)llcity of those who precisely today do not know where to hide 
to escape fron it^ or bow to atop it« 

The advanced state of disintegration in which the bourgeoie 
and capltall. t eocietj found itself has been cosenmiaa^s best prop- 
aganda agent* Ibe forces which today ars plotting against the 
faateMntal InsUtutiona of buoanity were brought Into being by 
the vices, the injustloeBi the cowardly acts, and the crueltiea 
of the bourgeoie capitalist society* It was this society which 
fed the fire of world revolution by dialnterestlng itself In the 
fate of the saaaea, and toy abandoning then to poverty^ corruption, 
and igaoraaoe* Ibe proletariat of today is first of all the result 
of the egotiatlcel bourgeois aorale, the sentality of bueineeaMn* 
of saoriflolng a bit of their opolenoe to raise the liv- 
ing etandarde of the naseea, they preferred to see the ranks of 
their adversaries grow with new categories of mlcontents and to 
the extent of endangering the very existence of the peoples* 

One could doubtless reply that this picture is not that of 
a partiouler social phenoMsoon of our ere> that at ell tlaee the 
treasiticQ fron one of eooiety to another starts when the 
old type ebows signecf wearlneee and lets itaalf dia* Our renarks 
would therefore tend to describe a nomal historical procedure^ a 
phenonenon which i-epeated itself ofte&i this tias it would be the 
tarn of the bourgeois and capitalist society to disappear and for 
anothar social ^stea to replace it* 
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This explanation would disturb no one if an unejgjecU-d 
cooplication bad not nade its ap^arancei if between the two 
forces which today are ctruggling for aiaatery of the world ^ 
one conservative, the other rcvolutiortary' — one could distinguish 
clearly what separates thee, what iijuvation one brings in coirpari' 
son with the other? Unfortuiately, ve do not see ii; the najae of 
whftt refarB program the coanunists Justify their pretei^ons of 
overthrowlr^ and replacing the old world* The capita Hat society 
in Its tiioe mde Justified its existtnoe by rejuvenating feudal 
society, by recreating it in a norc spacious way, by mklng it 
coafona bettor to the naoeasities of the era* But what horisons 
does eoBawnlaa open to huHBnlty? 

This quastlon is neTortheless debated in all newspapers, 
in all narzis t-iospired publications azvd reviews, and it is dis> 
cussed over and over again in all cooBionlst nee tings* If one were 
to belioTS then, cogauntaa brings a superior social structure In 
idileh all the old abuses disappear* Nevertheless idien one anslysea 
oarsfullyit^ the aehlsveaents of oosmlsn in Hnssia and elsevfacrs, 
one realissfs with astonlahnsnt that It is not refoxw of the old 
society or a progna which seeks to correct the errors of the eapi* 
tolist syatan* On ttis contrary and it is the only Innovation 
that can be attributed to cosBunisa — these seas errors reappear 
with an aggravated intensity and a force of generalltetioa up till 
now unknoun* " 
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BOURGEOIS AND CAPITALIST SOVIET WORLD 

SOCXETl' 

!• AlHEISMi state of niiid ATHEISHi official religion, exelufl-* 

of a fev reetricted cirolae, ire and intolerant. 

vitbout elgna of agreealTe* 

neas toward thoee who tceep 

their faith. 

2* KATERIALXaii dowinatint MASRIAUSMt phUoaophic STatan 
coaoapt of our period, lea# rained to the rank of abaolute 
of a dootrinaLrj aapeot than truth, the only one to be adnltted 

a rule of conduct for Modexn in the echoola, unlreraitlea, and 
mmtk. State cultural diepenaaries. 

3« EXPIOItAttOI OF KAS BT E2PL01TATXOI TILL EXBAUSTIOK OP 

MAY KAN BI XAJIt creation of nodem 

slarery. Hw robot nan aa the 
unit of labor* 

l&« ISIDEICr 10 C08CCV1BA1E OENERAL SXPBDPaiAHOH OF GAPltALt 
CAPITALS dt^aaeeaing wall a paraaltlo bnxeaucraoy di^>oeea 
o^italists la faeor of a of the wealth and the work of a 

reetricted group of flnenolera eubjugated people* 

I 5* A0VARCED dtlTE OF DX8IY- UQUXDATIOV OF PEBSOMAL CBARACISR 

ISORAtlOI Of IHB HUNAY PERSOK of mu with the help of ooUSoUWT 
' [aa is "breakiag* of a horae]* 

h 
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Bourgeois and capitallat 
eociety 

6. THE DQJEH UBERTT OF MAN IS 
llfiMRIED BT THE GIGANTIC AOnEV- 
MENTS OF l£GmiOU}ai. 

7. PERIL OF THE DISDUEORA- 
HON OF m DomDOAi 
through hla dataclownt fron 
the body oT tradition i natioH| 
boMlandf history^ national 
ouXtoret religion^ custona* 


Soviet World 

MEN AHE THE SUVES OP THE MACHINK, 
TEuHNOLDOY IS THE SUPRS>C ACHIEVE* 
KENT OF THEIR ASPIRATIONS, 

TRANSPUHTATTON of the INDIVIDUAL 
TO SDEBOONDIlfaS WHICH ARE PDREICW 
to all the institutions of his 
national past. 


In thiaaa oonsidaratlons ve hara oaltted everything in the 
history of BolsIirrlMi vhich has only aansuvur value or is only a 
■odlfloation of a tactical order, Russian isperiaHags, religious 
fresdoBf tbs orthodox offonslvs, pa^jMevim, color national 
ara Just mens of action for Bolsbevisn, They do not indioata a 
cozxvarsion of nniiinl tm toward natlonalisa, its svolutloa toward 
spacifloally sods} they rspreasnt only intarasdiary ands. 

All the conoasaions aada^ln one Sanaa or In anothar will ba da* 
atroyid fay tha fire of purification as soon as thair tactical ad- 
vantagaa hava bean spent. 

This comparative table shows in quite an a^qsliolt aanner 
uhat relation commlaa bears to the bourgeois and capitalist 
world* The great Innovation consists in the favarish search for 
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the negative aspects of the boiirgeois and capitalist society. 
BoXsherlsa doeo not change anythliig; it does not liq^rove anything 
whataoerer^ doe a not bring any gene roue ldea> but seeks to activate 
In the highest degree U=e causes of social disintegration* It 
extracts all the evil which prevails In society and cultivates it 
in Ita pure state^ Just aa ndorobe cultures ard cultivated In a 
surrounding dedicated exclusively to their developnent. A blsarra 
pbanoMenon Is occxirrlng, und for ^he first tine in hlatoryi con- 
tlnuity of substance between two eoclal structures which fight 
against each other bitterly* It is not a question bsz^s of posl« 
tlva contiouity, of the torch of tradition which a period passes on 
to tbs one that coaes after It^ but as we have already rsaarked. It 
is a revival of the dead natter produced by the bourgeois world* 
Coaanmisn batee the real values of bourgeois and capitalist so* 
cisly, but it la avid to mAx itself of all the caat-offs which ar« 
the result of wear, tlsn, and old age* 

lha revolutionary force arises egainst the conaomtive force 
net with an eye to suppressing the abuses, but only because this 
conservative force has not pushed far enough the peri'ectlng of 
the techniques of evil and does not wish to abandon the last vest- 
iges of bunanlty and ^r'.e life* 

Ibe bolaherlat spirit la tho bourgsols spirit without the 
Intaiasdiayy nuances of evil* Whereas in the bourgaoia and capi- 
talist society svV^ appears through lack of spiritual vl^;llAnce, 
through error, in the Soviet world it la adopted as; a genaiul nom 
of government* as a constitutional principle of State* It is 
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endowed by a hierarchy, by a statu^i, b a code, by a police, by a 
Juctlcc which defend it against all deviations. He who still has 
a longing for good, who tries to discover in his inner self another 
naaning b life than that prescribed by the thought of the reglM 
is ousted froB the ranks of the collectivity like a sterile plant, 

Ihese concluslone have been dictated to ua by reality as 
it appears In Soviet Russia or in the countries Invadsd by her 
andaa. We arrive at the sane result by studying directly the 
Marxist doctrine, the concept which doxlnatea Its political atti- 
tudes* Marxist dialectic foresees a general eettlenent of ac- 
counts with the past once the boxirgeolaie has been vanquished by 
the proletariat — lest episode of the class struggle a past 
which will be succeeded by the coimaunlst ideal, the clacslees and 
stateless society, Nom of the traditional institutions created 
by the nUlenary work of the peoples will be spared by the wave of 
destruction, Ration, country, religioD, family, proi^erty, rights, 
morale, individuality, liberty, will be equally swept by the wave <f 
thf^proletarlat, Me'.*ertheless, for s doctrine which pretends to 
erect a new world the coostructlve part shows an astonishing veak- 
nsssr Whereas the destructive vdseion of the proletariat is scrupu- 
lously described, the texts ^dedicated to the corstruotion of tbs 
future society appear brief and insrticulsta* All which is related 
to coixiuest of power is presented In a masterly way, whereas all 
that concerns the use of power after the victory reaalns wrapped 
la tystery* The formulas which are dedicated to tbs future do 
not msem to rise from the sans precise and sagacious analysti 
we axw^uddanly txmnaported Into a world unreal dimensions* 
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It is eTident th 4 t these ionnuXas have not been enounced in 
order to repreaent soioe thing t&ngihXe, to suggest an aciueyable 
linage of the future, but rether to hide an inner emptlnass, a 
ueakness of the thirJeer, an abdication of hie creative energies* 

Dy ttM rg a tabuXa rasa of the past, Marxist thought annihi- 
lates iaillcitly all its creative possibilities. It has reached 
the point where it no longer can undertalce anything. In fVont of 
tt lies the dark iwsnstty of an abyes. Ihe revolutionary syi^theais 
can no longer take place j because the natter which it wee supposed 
to utiXlie lies dying vmdar a ;ile of rubbish* It is than that 
■arxist thought disslBulatcs its own catastroplie ^ transforning 
negation into virtue, by adoptixig the fonntl* of the concentrated 
evlX a fozBula which diatin,;ulshc8 itself also froM the paral« 
le^lm oi the bourgeoia-cooHUnlst nanifb stations as a durable 
aystsa of governaent* Ihe critics and adversaries of Marxiaii have 
not seen that this doctrine Is entirely lacking in the eesentlal 
thing, an ideal, a creative vision of society* ft is a fotvldable 
dlaXeotftc of destruction, and not a dialectic of creation* 

Conemlat society constitutes an enigna only for the one 
who wishes it to be that way* It is identical with the Soviet 
bevicthan* One can accuse the actual leaders of Soviet Pussia of 
all evlXs, except that of not having renalned faithful to the founder 
of the coMnmiet noveaent* Ihe western socialist parties no longer 
have anything In ooaaon with Han i w, s|>art fron a rexationehip of 
prestige* (Many other reasons bind us to the West* VIhat ayspathy 
could Soviet Ausala **« that licnense slccugbtarhouse of peoploa, where 
everything which belongs to a nation, to a culture is destined to 
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disappear^ buried in a shapeless lona — awake in usV). 

Having noted that the ideological diilerenccs bei^ween the 
boux^eola and capitalist society and commnniam are such ^gh ter 
than would have been thought and that what one e carts ^ the other 
achieves I for what rsasona do we nevertheless not hesitate to de^ 
Clare ourselvt^s the supporters of the western world? Because In 
the Vc8t| evil haa not taken the fom of ^ inatitutloni It haa 
not yet becone a State ethic. 

Ihe peoples of the West live in a clliaate of freedoM* 

Their tad^mlque of t^ovcnxnsnt. Democracy, cannot prevent evil 
fron Bonllesting itself) but If it does not do anything about it^ 
at liast it does not offer to It the direct support of the state, 
a synblosis wfaloh has been achieved In Sofviet fioaeia. Deaocraoy 
is a neutral political fraioe, a rule of a gajB which accepts 
mjdA can sustain diveree ideological contents. In the XIX cen- 
tury,jhe velcoeed econooic liberallaiB and a capltalian of a noat 
advanced type; today the soclallata of diverse tendenelea do not 
feel disturbed ht all by her coqsai^y. 5he Is Tesponaihla nsithcr 
for tlM political content elaborated by the divers currents which 
agitate the eoUectivlty, neither for the results hoMologated 
under her afbltntlon. 5he registers the fluctuations of the 
public opinion, but It is not her task to evaluate or Ixifluenoe 
the». DeMoracy is rather a procedure to be followed in public 
affairs, tbep a concept of life. She plays a role in society 
analogous to the free arbiter In the life of the individual. It 
follows that naterialise, atheism, and the other defects of mod< m 
sodaty are not the product of the system of govement inaugurated 
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bj bemocrac/, and that their ap arition concomitant with vbo vic- 
tory of democratic ideas is only fortuitous. Vie could not there- 
fore ask Democracy, vhich called upon tc respect with inpartlelitj 
all principles and all prirties, to rule out social evils or to 
undertake crusades in order to right them* Democracy does not 
oppose herself to the appearance of sane ideas, but she can offer 
to reformerB of socle^ only^ the guar'-n'tce of political liberties. 

Denoczacy distributes equal opportusltlfia to everyonsi the 
result of the struggle between good and rvU depends upon the 
vlseness of the leaders and upon the virtues of the collectivity* 

This fortunate eeparatloni which was able to take place in 
the West, between political opinion and Its node of expression is 
not respected by aoasaBoiam* Its technique of goTemnent is an 
instruaent of expansion for the cosHunist (^al* It does not regis- 
ter the opinions of the cltliens to utilize thee in the franevork 
of the State, but to discover and to annihilate those vbioh could 
cause disturbances to its all -powerfulness* The Soviet State ad- 
■ita no exceptions, does not tolerate any heresies, does not recog- 
nise anyone's right to noneonfbmisn* Ihe inlqtU.tous treatment which 
It applies to its subjects, its violent Intervention each tlie they 
attes^t to loanifest personal vlei^>oints is the result of the prin- 
ciple upon vhich It is baaed. Ihe comunist Stete la a diabolical 
breach In the forehead of hurani^> a co^>lete projection of evil* 

.-H 

Ihe denoMBetic powers told themselves, without doubt, that the 
spiritual bases of humanity were so damaged, that htnaanlty' was so 
degraded, was so sic': that they (the dsBo s sed ic powers) would find 
no obstacles if thsy manifested one fine day their deelres for 
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world domination* \(hcn conmunisra succeeds in taking in hand Hie 
dfistlniea of a peoplCi it ioBMediatcly ,;tts rid of all tactical 
hesitations, rejects little by little all the masks of occasion, 
and by its acts, by tho terror which it exercises^ by the horror 
w'nioh it has acquired rivalry with other forcer^ by all this 
ferocioua cloak, characteristic of the regime Installed in Ruseii, 
(It) reveals Its identity with evil. It finds the view of vt»t 
la good| what is right, Intolerahle, for the contradlAtlone which 
good would raise in the souls of people would be fatal to its 
axUtenoa* Placed In the presence of a means of comparison, the 
latter would not take long to recognise the true face of the 
State which rules them* In order to maintain itacIX, the conau- 
niet State sast txunsiom terror into a pernanent principle of 
g o v e r nm ent* 

Supposing that the developnsent of the actual corJlict 
favors the wwstam democracies, as everything would tend to have 
iiB believe; this would not nean that the danger of coonunisin is 
defiiiitely 0T«r» and that a period of prosperity and of peace 
would establiah itcelf between the peoples* The bourgeois and 
capitalist society curries in itself the germs of cowunisn* Tbs 
whelm of huMnity has auffored from a tendency toward evil and 
oam&aisa represents only the extreme of this tendency* It follows, 
therefore that its affects* will continue to threaten the exiatencm 
of the peoples* If evil is not confronted with ener'fic means, it 
win one day feci strorg enough to suppress — even without exter 
ior aid — liberty In the world* This new social form would perhape 
not be called eoammism, but that voxild not px^erent its structure 
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fi'oa r. seicbllns it, 

Ti^e Western vorld sust not think that it is shcltcrod frova 
such a change of fortune, It$l:* great advantage is that of having 
kept intact the opportunities of achleTing good — in the coanunlst 
uorld these chances no longer exist and Its nnexpXolted reserrasy 
its poasiblXltles of Inprovenont snfflceg' to keep alive the flam of 
our hope* 


S'owe'vcr^ an overestljactLon of Its spiritual forcaS| an at* 
tltode of arroganos and heedlessoess^ the Illusion ti;at things 
night arrange themselves autoaatlcally for the West mould be fatal 
for the future of hunanltgp* Once the Bolshevik peril is out of 
the ssjTt peoples of the W^ejt viU havs to becons nore lucid, 
nore conscious of ths role which thej are jt<> play in the world. 

The revision of Idsologloal baaes weakened fagr the tine, the reju* 
Tenatlng of the poUtloal frame of Denocr^^cy bedauae of the necessity 
which a new social Ideal lPg>osed most be considersd, so that tbs 
txmgle experience which wo are witneeslng najr rot repeat itself • 
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CHAPTER U 


THE MATI0MALI5T PHEMQMENOK 


Tbs etruggle between camamism and capitallan beconee coapU- 
catsd after World War I 9 when a nev prstendar to the herlta^ o£ tbe 
old world Bakes Its appearaziooi KatlonalljM. Heverthelassf that 
data only indlcatea tba Booeot whan ite efforts was aoat heroic, when 
It was able to affixn itaelT with oourage* For, If one wishes to 
diaeatar Ita raaota origin^ one nust go back to the second half of 
tba nlnateenth oanturT' and ewon farther^ 

We have called that phanoaenoT^ "Ha tlona lisa" or the "Nationals 
1st Kewaasat" rathar than "FasclaB** or tbe "Fascist Mowanent" bacausa 
tha fbimr aeea to agraa bsttar with tha exact aenae of things. Tba 
tazm "Faaolea" lapoaad Itealf on the general attention In virtue of 
ita priority In the birth of tha Italian nationalist eoveaeat. Ib 
fbctj Faselas was tha first to oooquar power and to found a State. 

Xta awhlaw aarvad aa tbe i.nalgnis of all tha political groups who wars 


fighting for tha 


idaale. ItsiMrthelass^ if ona cofl^parss Fasolm 


to tha oationallet aovwBMnts which appesrad latar^ ona raallsas that 
it is too lepragnatsd with parUcnlAritlas^ too spaoifloally Italian 
for oU other aaalfaatatlons of natlonallsB to be oallsd by that naes* 
lha tarn which wa ohooae does not, on tha ooctrazT', a'^ki saanriaa 
sf soy ana roglao, and all pariiaa which are oriantad In tba aaaa dl- 
raetlan can be lncl>idad tbaraln without dlff Icultgr, 


What nav factors did the nationalist ■DTenants bring? What 
waa tbalr position in relation to tbe forces which donlnatad Inter* 
national rivalries? Their opponenta classified then oaong freak 
ocourranoas of hlstoiyt phsnoaena vhoea antecadante are not dleoam- 
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ihlM0 without roots In the past^ arising Iroa the unknown to destrd7 
all the hgrpotheses for the future; phanooena perBxittlng of no expla* 
nation^ unless it be described as having it»,orl^in In the depths of 
prdjdtlTe oen^ reappearing on the surface fro& tloe to tlae« in spite 
of the thonsanris of years of civilisation vhieh separate us from the 
age of oava duellera. lu reality^ the natlnnaUnt rbenwwnnn is not 
at all obeoore« It la a norvaX porodoot of hlsiocj and Its orlgine 
can be extrlcaM with precleloii* It was bom of the sas» social 
eooilUMS^ trOBi tbs saas sort of tuxaoil which ccuaed ths araptlea 
ef emwmiaB in histoxy. Its doctrine and its poUitles represent a 
rmertlen against the errors of society* the deflcleaclee of that 
eoelety detendaed the appeeranoe of the revoIutioDaxy BOTcneat para* 
llel to the refOTM projected hjr coommiism. Iheso two traaafemsrs 
ef eoeiel lif Of both deeirlng to bocome the tsd/jpe Inheritor of the 
old eoelety^ sprang from the sane old root* 

thm teedMoies of coanmisH are knovni its dielectio ohs 
eooomtera no positive Idea^ no trace idmteoever of good or of truths 
ia ■tiaitlen of evil^ ite prijnoijal aim is to tear man tiom hie 
aatiooale cultural^ and xeligiotts snrroondiags» so ae to rmoAur him 
apt to lead the tenite^e eodstence vhloh Is that of the eoviet clt* 
isffU the rsaetiona^ of nationalism are of an entirely dlffareat 
aatxiri« They have nothing In cow >n with that aseidttoua .hatred which 
ciiMrnin 1 ,i aenlfeste toward all the Instltutlooa of the past« Ite 
inner creative principle is particularly oenatructlve* Whereas the 
nomrmlste work with all their etreogth to prepare the deetmotlen 
of the old vorldi their bitterness going so far as to maloa them wU* 
ling to destroy ite evexy vestige in history^ the nationalists are 
only engaged in a family dispute with this world* The nationa llste» 
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aXao rwriftne Uia existing disorder under bourgeois Isadership^ do 
not have the intention of exploiting It os the coaaualsta do» but« 
rather^ Intend lotting an end to it through a new social syntliesis* 

CoMmisM represents the negative achleviMsats of the bourgeois 
end capitelist societor* Vatiooaliaa inclines toward a poeltive sola« 
tisa of oontsMporax7 diiTlculUss. It detaches itself fxtui the boor* 
goals and capitalist society in order to rind a reaedsr for its faults, 
thsrietgr giving it a new creative iopulss* Tb this end it incorpoFates 
^t part of the national organiaa idxich is soxrad^ that part vhisb 
has not /et been ravaged tor the feneeat of dlslntegrattou The effort 
ef the nationalist aoveoents is oriented toward the conversion of the 
bourgsoisle into a new soolaX fan which conserves its real social 
valass# weifaihne causing all its abases to disappear* A socislgr of 
a capitalist Ivpe can no longer go on existing, even should it escape 
the revalntlensTy erplasiftn of oosonmlsa* It is threatensd hr another 
death, that oawsed tor the slow acounlatloo Of evUU The nercantile 
and snarehlc, indivldnallan which created the glAi7 of that sooisV, 
wfaloh ones represented its factor of progress, has now beoooe its 
principal agent of destruction* One can no loogsr bass his arlstenoe 
on that oonoept, for life itself aorpossed it and eliminated it from 
the social core]#* lbs sudden appearance of the *sxtieBlsn of tbo 
rii^* is not a pfore acoldsnt* The sane or hsaXthar forces of Burops 
intervene in the ooidbat onl^ when the bourgeois and oapltalist tQrpe 
of dewooraciss prove tbewseXves too weak to confront the attacks of 
boldMVifli with an offioient resistance* 


To what aztent can nations llsw assuas tbs bourgeois heritage? 
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For vh&t roasou doae ths atti^uda of the imtlorallet noveaents toward 
ttm inatitutlons of the past differ fron that of bolshevism? 

Qila can be mqplalnad by the fact that the bourgeoifils aod 
imtlooallaB belong to the aaae type of clTiUsation* HAtlonallsB 
eottld not vlah for the oil norld to disappear entirely, for It re- 
gards itself «a the oontimiator of that world. MatloDallan Acdowb bow 
to dtetingttlah the faults of the bourgeois and capitalist eocietj, 
idiloh it hates and opposes u naa r olfuUy, from it# pemaneat oontent 
whlah eu rpaaeee in interest and In value its hiatorlcaX fonBilA. 

Bourgeois society case into being tbrou^ a revolutioni but 
it vas a rmlntinD wfaloh kept the pUlarB of European oivUlaatlon 
iataot* In the sMsi way, if the natiniialist revolution bad wet with 
a eoivlrte viotoryi it would have developed itesK in the inidat of a 
Better grevpdng of the aoolal forces and would not have affected the 
esBstitutivw elsMote of that eivillaation. Xhe transition Iron the 
boorgaolsie to natlooalism would not have aeant estrengea«it trom tbs 
spdrlteil patrlnoiay of Europe^ bat only its reconstitation in anotb«r 
f sou The transition would have taken place vithin, the eaae culture 
sad vltliln the eaae soeial group. Ibn my in wfaloh the Innovatii^ 
oetioa would have ooourred, the aechanlsa involved, q(Uiet er 

yurveltttidnaxy ^weki, all this would have been a ipisstlmi related to 
the partioulsritlee of each people end not eesential to the basis of 
ths psoblM. Ubat la important to know Is that the divergmades 
which exist between liberal dapMoracy and natlonallja ere of an aosi<* 
dental natorei wfaereast what brings them olose togetfasr is related 
to their einllja* sobetraoture. fbm reaction of natlonalisn is the 
reactdton of the axthetype of Suropean culture against foras which ns 
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longer relate to ite developiaent* It is a pbanomenon of grovth and 
the realliation of the eame spiritual efflorescanoe as took place 
during the middle agee« 

Hn bourgeolmltf used in its nineteenth centux 7 senee^ cannot 
eur^vi* Thla does not mean that it is in imaedlahle oppositlm 
vith tba nev social order. A sniLtituds of antiquated 
merged thanselves in the bourgeoia and oapitallat eoclaty. Tba true 
hlatojy of the bourgeoisie does not start vith the nineteenth centurj, 
bet tSD thoweend yoaxe eerller. £y passing into tbs nationalist 
pbtee^ boorgeoisle only brings on the plunge Into the psospoots of a 
Mlllenial organljM. It is not lenquishadf bat a oontlnuator* It 
eenld be wiqalebed for certain if it did. not transait at^ of its 
historical sobetence to the fotore genoratlaDs. Ibis disaster vould 
occur only' if it pemltted itself to be abeorbed the tidal vots 
of ooenuniso* Tbs Tlotosy of cocwnmlsa vouM not only result in tbs 
transfer of the political center of graTitgr to that social class 
vhich is actually in dlstreaa, aa tbs doctrinaires efflxm ity but 
also the substltatioo of one type of oivUisstion for another. 0o»* 
snmi ae is alien to Jturopsj allan also to the eueceealOQ of saante 
afal c h detexmlned the appearance of the boargeoieie. 

The oonfllot betueen the past and the fhture sboold hate been 
eoliMd ecoordlng to tba rules which went into effect at the tine 
feodal society dleappeered a disappearance succeeded by rebirth. 

Wfay was this axpexleoee not foUoued upT For what reason did hour* 
geoisis prefer an allience with bolsbevlsaj a moment with vhich she 
bad pelthor eomeon orlgli^nor creative affinity? All this oonsti<^ 
tutesooe of tbs strengest evente In hlstocy. 
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« In ubat follows we are going to try to throw aorae light upon 
tha enters cosnltted the national la t aovaaieota in their relations 
with the denocratlc powers. We are going to atuenpt to estahHah 
their ebare of the re Bponsiblllty for the European disaster^ 


Xbe ei^re In the conduct of natlonallBB cannot be dleeoTwred 
nnlaee one poaeeeeea a general view of the oatlonallet phenoeanoo* 
One eanoot Judgi the nationalist aoTeKenta acoording to the 
dMoeimoiM or ooiinlini think about then, but only by taking their 
real alaa into aeoeunt. In order to approach the (tueatlan of reapon* 
elhilitiaSf one Boet proceed first toward a "restitutio In integm" 
of the nationalist phenaMoan^ toward a reconstltutdoa of that now* 
Mat la its initial aspect* This operation of del latte tioa is ae s ee* 
saiy beeanse of the differences between the Initial ietmloa to whiob 
It oeee its birth and Its historical aoM cmmmiim axe soastlMS ^te 
laxge* 

t&at m haee said about tbs nationalist enYMBnt up to now 
dess not affsot this question* Ws baeo sstabllsbsd its historloal 
justifisatlons and ths oentaots which It has Mintstned with dasoo- 
xeoy sad with ccssagnSsw^ but we haei roYealed alaost nothing abeat 
Its s thwtur e* ly taking the word "national" as a starting pointy 
we wiU f Ihd tbs genesis sad asonlT>c of natdooalXnu "Hationsl" and 
"latdoaallaaF roprasaat two different stages in the life of a ziatlon 
two different periods in its life — one directed particularly 
tsiAxd ths exterior worldi toward the "epos"« the other toward tbs 
IntSrhiJ. worXdy toward the "ethos"* Ihe tsra "national" contains In 
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ItMlf the moymoite oT politick uniTicatloQ of the Europo&n 
peopXsB^ thalr grouplii^ in ijidepejidient statea. novwflnta^ 

sezMAlised aft«r th« French Revolution, ezKied, In the ^ 

eae«0, at the beglanlne of the twentieth centurx. JlatlonAlifia pre* 
svppoMB thlfl stage as already achieved* It appears oaiy vhan tbs 
•thnicaX bordara of peoples have alrea^jr been established* With 
netionalija there basins tbs period of organisation of ths wr 
dsptbs of a nation^ the period when its splrltuel oontent is being 
eiplcred* lha netioa ebazidoDs the exm of exterxstl oooqoeets end 
esneertimtes on Itself* The tam "national” represents the phase of 
gsoerephioal of the nations, Uie period of fixation of 

sovesslgator ever a dstarained tarrlto^* It has an axtanslw sanso* 
"Sitisaellsa" treasfigores "natlaoal”* It axprssses Its virtualities, 
its prefssod ereetive energies* The tens "national " zeprsaenta the 
tarritariaX mobilisation of a peoplaj the tam "jjatlnnaUi" tehee 
this acgioisltlon as e point of departure and undartakea the spiritual 
of the people* 

Ibsrs exists between thsso two terns e difference of parsi>eo* 
tlvs in ths hiarsTchor of valjoas* The nation "natlomliiss" itself 
fra|i|^ it Xaeves its neteriel Ilfei It intarests itself ia 

ite spiritual destlngr* in the "nattonal" phesa^ histoxx ai gie n ds 
bsToikl ths natural neosssltlas of the peoples end oreetas wmeossssTX 
supe ri t wtu ras which Inpads thair deet1n1ee and oeoraas the greatest 
pert of their creative anarglas* In the "natio n a li st" phase, the 
principal preoecupetion of the peoplee becooes culture, the cent —pi 
tion ef the internal world. Blstozx then aarves sainly as a protec** 
tlse wall« PelltioaX activl^ does not cease* The people co o tlnus te 
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In target thcnaalvea in the 5 tai€| ixi tiie way public aXX&lra fUnctlonf 
but In the dtecoTeiy of the splnndorv of Ufa theor find 4 0 oz*t of 
l«ainlty agalnat aggressive attitUiiiea# llio twX oaulfestad In that 
dirwitioD is Unltad bor the neceoeity of defending the £1 aedov of 
of the national genius* llatiooalln has nothing to do 
iilth iap^rlalisa and chauvlnlao, ^>ocific foms of the Banifestatlons 
of the "natlonal^f vhich« in the histoiy of the Kuropean peoplea^ 
aoconpanied the bourgeois period* 

?rm *iftUonKl* to "iktioDallsn* there Is tha mm dlstanoe as 
betne«ii a shepelass block of narble and the saae block after it has 
bean ogned ty the hand of the sculptor* Csntarlss are necessary for 
a people to be able to fbre its personality* 

A people iStiiA tms attalMd the height of the ■nat i o n a l * pbasa» 
efaloh la at tha saturatin point of all Its territorial prstenaloos^ 
is tbxeateoed by the aoat violent crisis of its history — ty tbs 
erisls inhering la a lack cf Ideal* The aaplratloos i dil c h till than 
bad etlsmlated it are swldenly antiquated and no nee vision eolargee 
its horiaon* At that point of splrltoal waakneee, whan p eoples are 
etlfled under the weight of the paatt the ctmUyo porer of iMttlenal- 
im intaneoje* It direct# the energiss of the peoples tonard super- 
isr aijw and givea a neir IspulM to history* 

On tha leiel of intemaV Utions (^tlonaliM favors 

undaretanding beteesn peoples ]|||^ ^ ^ •national* history la 

doainatod by eutual eu^plelonsj . .yotual conflicts prow»ked by 
the thirst for terrUorlal eoxupieats* In the nat ion a li st period the 
peoples interest thasselvee aore and aore in their Ins a r d life« feel 
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Umsolvea sK)re attracted Uie fearXessaeae or cbc spirit. 'Qum 
ths old hoetilitlea we&keiu Their reconciliation is do longer the 
result of ^orta ^Ich were often unfrultfuli but the natural 
achia'veaent of their way of life, k people which bae dlecowered Ite 
eoulj^ can oaly be filled with roepect toward the other peopleef ubo^ 
liioi thcBii are a ualxpM appearance in histozyj an entire^ diff erecxt 
unlwMf representing an intranenleeible creatl^s geniuef the de- 
etmotion of which would be eqalvale&t to an outrage againet b»anlt7« 
It ie only ly eXevai^ioa to thie oonceptlotn that a group can beeone 
a ■eeewHgT of peace and £ratemlty asong other peoplee# 

A nation caanot refine ite cuetoae with ite reeourcee alone* 
Ubaterver the dealre of the peeplee to direct their dUtiny in an 
hooeet wayv if they do not invoke the aid of the religious aeatiAsnty 
tbggr will never be able to aaster their baser instincts* ttotlonallM 
tends to natlooe with the aid of traneceodentaX realities* 

the netionetlet eplrltuality is Inseperable fron the ultinate nyete- 
rlee of our exietence aa they were rsTsaled to nen in the Ooepel* 

There le no national let noTAeat which ie not a trlbutery of rellgioue 
trvthe* 

One must not forget that the Lateran Agreenent« which put an 
end to the ceanict be t ween the Italian State and the Vatican was a 
reeuli ef a nationalist aovenant> that the Spenleh ph«imny<— bad ite 
baale in Oatboliolae^ that the legionary Ihmanlan OovenuMot aent ite 
beet repreaentatlve to Spain for the defense of the Crees* Even 
f|stlonel Joeiallea^ the evolution of vbich tends toward a nebuloue 
pentbeleWf does not hesitate in Ita beginnings to speak of christlaxw 
Ity^ Ih geoenl^ all tha nationaliet BOTmentef aore or less conscious 
of thie faot^ have berroved saaethlng froa the systle and from the 
revolntionaxy flavor of Christianity* 

- 33 - 


1 


BEST AVAIUIBLE COPY 


CHAPTER III 

THE ERiDHS (F rUTIQHALiSM 

lOov tb*t VO oiaalned the coDtont and the oharaeterlatlc 
tx%ita or the ^tlonaliet coocept^ let ns return to the stu^x of 
^tirwisHi AS A historlcAl 

The gxoAtoot error ojC tbs natJnnslist aov^Anenta mas to mot 
boforo hATlog fuUj’ elAbotAtsd their IdsologloAl besls^ VOiAt doss 
ths new rhenfsunrm rsporesent end vhet is its historlcAl slssloaT 
Its dsepA s t msAiriiig vas mw rrvoAlsd to tbs pnbllfl^ tdtsroAs this 
ASS done In the case of the rreoch as'volationj which bad prscursors 
sT aneh fwdns as Loeki^ Koatosqalea and Bonsseau* Zbe natiooAliat 
■sASMOts bATo had to strogsls not oni/ against tbslr onamlssy' but 
also against tbslr own lasuCflclanoles • And if thalr leaders have 
bad to sottar so nanar rss mmdln g dslsstsf it is because they railed 
to seek the ultlaate goals of fiatiooalisa* tha^ wanted to contain 
In too narrow and too rigid a fxweo realitleo whloh were nnch too 
test and too ooeplsar< Tbslr polltleal progma were subjoot to 
trmiblMni Inflnames because thigjr becsns an undlgestsd aiacturi of 
original Ideas and Inltatlonse Instead of being a unique eoKpressloa 
ef Indep s tti i n t thought* Gaxrled amgr diwarse teadanoles (at 
tln a s ew eontradletary)^ nisUDderstanding the new Suropean gpirlt^ 
thsgr ended b/ definitely liwrtue the initiatlAi to their adeersarlas* 

The defeat suffered by tha nationalists was caused^ to a oar* 
tain extnti by a lack of olearness in their Ideology* Ths absto*d 
coa lit i on between dAooracy and bolshsTlsai was its gratesi eonesquenes* 
HaturaUy^ all the nationalist novHMata are not equally responsible* 
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It ws chiefly the great nationalist vx>vment 3 vhlch^ through their 
political and military strength^ could have been anaMarabXo for 
Europe* We naan faaclsm and national soclallan* Even within this 
x^trlcted clrcXa^ a further line of dnarcation la neoeaavy* Froa 
1936 pu^ natloDal aodallw aurpassas f&aclan in combative forca« aa 
in political aaoant* It la equally Just, tharafore^ that the center 
of reeponalbllity transfer IteolT from South to North of the Eoae- 
BeETlin Axis* 


Aa eoon aa these two ooveaaata appeered| they declared them- 
•elves the irrednolble adversarlea of bolahsvlsRi> and the leitmotif 
of their propaganda iu to denounce the peril coming from the East* 
Consdena of belonging to the irfestem worlds they addressed them- 
•elves to all of its ooxabatlve foroas in order to create a single 
front agsinat the oonon dangert This attitude could not do othar* 
vise than to attract tha aynpatby of tbs deraocratlc ruling circlae. 
lb any oaaoj even If certain tennlcma batusen them verainevltahlBi 
it would naver have lad to Vorld War n if other factore had cot 
inteneoid* The real dlfflcultiee began oo 3 y when Italy and oeraany 
abandoned the antlbolahevik struggle and aanifeated ideas of revenge 
and territorial conquest* Let us renambor the indulgence which the 
western allies aanlfestsd toward these nationalist moTcaMots during 
tbs years neosaaary for tbs consolidation of thsir pove^ • 

One who olcaaly emeinaa the foreign policy of Great Britain 
will not fail to recognise the oonsiderabla conoeaaiona which were 
■ada to Oexmany for the purpose of conserving her aa an esaentlal 
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port of the faaous EMropeui balance* Unfortunately^ aXter having 
bexiefited froa this conciliatoiy attitude^ the national socialista 
forgot that England had contributed to their success* Hi tier » Izk- 
fltead of undaretanding the price of the cooceseiona which were aade 
to hla ea bead of an anticopyauniat power in Europe^ lost all eenee 
of Unite and gravitated toward a policy of force* Through hie raab 
aotione be then furnished decisive arguatente to those who were preach- 
Ing for a war againet GeinanQry and all the efforts of thoee who still 
believed that a reconciliation between the nationalist states could 
be obtained rwtflned in vain. 

The long period of fascist govemaent profited in the ssm 
we/ from a cliaate proper for its developaent* without tha eox»saot 
of Bogland It is not very probable that HussoUnl could have reaainsd 
in power for loogi alone in the aldst of an unfriendly world* the 
bolshevik threat istposed on tbs dsnocratic powers tha obligation of 
handling these new political foroes with taot as long as principal 
alas of those forces did not exceed the Halt of their European In* 
terasts* 

The inereasing auspiclon with which these saae poweiw 
the nationalist atates later^ was caused by the changes which occurred 
in the external policy of the latter* To^pted ly the artlficisl ad- 
tentagee of an laperiallstio nationalise tho nationalist states 
threatened the Peace of Europe by tlnsworn claias. The heads of the 
nationalist states did not understand tha difference between "national" 
and *f(ationallBa"| axwi adopted on obsolete ideological stand in for* 
sign policy* "Nationalist" as they were, they called for the "nation- 
al", a political conception which was particularly bourgeois and cap- 
italist* 
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tvoa. the •txmteglc point oi view, thla divergent policy of the 
powers crested an untenahln situation, caused an unnaceasary and 
dangerous disunity among the forces at their disposal* A 4rusads 
against bol^vavioi (under pretense of which Hitler wished to present 
his Russian caiapeign to the world) prasuppoeed the removal of all 
European difficulties and then the enthusiastic participation of the 
Mkjoritgr of the peoples of our continent* But where could this giant 
enterprise have obtained the necessary stlaulus, what internal 
springs could have aotlmted this formidable coalition which was to 
destroy Ifoaocw, when the supreme bead of this ccalitlon hlxuelf tramp- 
led the liberty and life of other peoples under hie feet? Vd,th the 
eaeeption of Russia's neighbor states, tfas European peoples abandoned 
tbs Idea of putting up a cGBsaon n*ont against bolshevism because 
Eltlsr ma the first to give ths signal of defection^ 

The result cf this absurd association of aims was that the mar 
ended as a disaster for both theaters of operation* Genaany ** an 
empire covering all of Europe — and Italy — a great aaritlne power, 
master of ths Icay pesltlons of tbs Kediterranean «« were annihilated* 
Oa the other hand, bolshavlfin became more powerful and mere dangerous 
than it bad been on the eve of the war* 

We must, out of respect to truth, make a distinction betusen 
ths attitude of Italy and that of Qemany* Mussolini, it Is true, 
auresd dreams of Is^Mrlal grandsurj but be mas too much of a realist 
not to realise that one lifetime mould not be enough* His Oaesar- 
lUoB attitude mas caused particularly by his desire to secure a place 
In history for tbs Italian people, and this renewal of national energy 
did not semi posalblo to him without reviving the glorious past of 
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of tb» Honan XeglonB. Ku58olini only elaborai;^ an iaperi&Ufft 
'flalon^ the aohle'mient of vhioh roquirod centuries and gsnerstioDS. 
For the other part of his relgn^ be had no other aia than that of 
assoring his country a position of first rank in the conx^ert of Kuro- 
pean peoples | and to give her poseibUltlAs for colonisation. One 
can conaidar fhsoist expansion as ended with the Ethiopian eaapaign, 
the pretonslons which Italy raised in 1936 wars not bom fron the 
seas Ineplratlon, They vsre caused by the fascination which the 
Oeresn viotoriee had for the Dace, A powerful Jealousy urged Hosso* 
Uni to olsdhi hie ehare of the national socialist booty, 

Bitlor had an sotirely differoot political vialon. He thought 
hleself predestined to solve once and for all the problee of vital 
spBoe for oeraaiy* In bis vlsw^ Oersany should expand to the ex tresw 
lisdte of our continent, and froR the heart of Europe ahould rule 
erver the whole world. If the Inperlalistlo foraula of Kossolinl was 
dsstlned to serve as an elsBsnt of stisulation for Italian history, 
ths Oennn s^pim lasgined ty HltXsr was to attain a definitiws fom 
daring the very life of the dictator. In the aind of Hitler, ths 
vital necessities of other peoples wars of Interest eo long ss they 
could serve his plans of world donination. Be did not content hl»- 
self with a prepondersnt influence on the part of the Oemasy within 
ths fraas of the Europesn comunlty, with a "Tuhrung” [leadership] 
which, to a certain extent, would not have been ahnontili but he 
esplred also to ths "Hsrrsohaft" [dDBlnatlon], to ths total subnlssion 
of other peoples to Qsxasny, 

When, after having signed the treaty of Munich, Hitler occ\4)led 
Cseohoslovalda^ he at the same tine took away from national sooialln 
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the profftiga of being a great historical revelation. Till that tlae 
the political acts of Germany bad not caused any suspicion in the 
nationalist worlds being Justified by Us need of the German people 
for unity. Upon the occasion of Uie Anschluss^ Comellu Codreanu, 
bead of the Rumanlaa Leglonaiy Movement^ sent a telegram in vhieh bo 
his respeots to Hitler, celebrating the triumph of truth In 
Austria* Cooreanu was no longer living la 1?39» and therefore could 
not be vltxMas to the pact of n^>aagre 89 lon betveen Hitler and the 
Jt/X9i0tMp nor could be see "the Axmlee of the Croee and of Cbrietlan* 
117 * (It uae In these teme U^at he spoke of the Rone-Berlln axle) 
extend their hands to the armies of evil intentions, so as to Join 
forces In crushing the ^ peoples of the £ast* Vihen ComeUu 
Cedraem deolarad ^ a supporter of the Axis (which be believed 
was at tha service of the European and Christian cause) he placed In 
that adherexuT' tha ardor of his Idealiaa and all the purity of 
sentlMOta* Be Judged tha nationalist manifestations In relation 
to thalr Intrlnaln truth and could never have conceived the fact that 
the protagonists of the new £\xrope night ono day separate t h em s el v es 
from the fundamental truths of their doctrine* 

Du the realm of Ideas Bltlar gave proof of the same uncompro- 
mising spirit* The difference between Hitler and Mussolini In this 
respect is even mors striking* The "Duos'* of Fascism pursued only 
the spiritual poreeadnenoe of his doctrine, a recognition from the 
other McvenKits of the path he bad ohosan in hiatoxy* It Is 
hjii merit to have perceived early the political and spiritual unrest 
of tha European peoples, and of having been able to give It a form 
of expression* 
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He Uiought aleo o£ the necessity for a systeaiatlc contact 
among the natlanalist msveoenta* To further this alA| he patronlMd 
the eatabUahnent of "CooDdtteea of Actioa for the 
Rom^, uhich began their activities under the aost favorable auapioee. 
The principal porpoee of theee coaaaitteea« in spite of the fact that 
their soiaeubat theatrical naaes semed to suggest other interpreta* 
tdboDs^ was to eateblieh Intlaate bonds of friendship vith the other 
natlcoalist aovaaents^ to distinguish the general constituents of the 
phemtiTinn from tiim partlcalaritiaa of its aanor aaalfestatlonB. 

FkeelM did not ooae to lapoae its princlplss on doolie delegates j 
the dlsoussloa took place aaong equal pertnere and in an atwepbere 
of fraedoa« The final protocol of the works aohlewMi reprseented the 
opinions of the najoritgr. This enabled the delegatee to know each 
othsTf to eaehange experiences^ and to coordinate their doctrine and 
tbair aeana of action* It was lOn Hotaa wbo^ in Oeceaber 1^3U| rop- 
reeanted the legionary Moveoent at the annual aeeting of the CoeeiV* 
tees of Actioa* The neetlng took place in Montrw ux and obtained 
appreciable results* loa Mo tea was deeply Impreesed bgr the fact that 
the Oenyui lAatloml Socialists hsd not appesred at the congrees^ and 
Insisted that offorta should be made to assure their participation at 
the next eeeting of the Ooenittees* 

Unfortunately^ the Oonlttees were not to aeet again* One of 
the Boot fruitful sotivltlas initiated ty KossoUnit whicb^ if it had 
bean allowed to develop^ Might have exercised good influence on all 
the nationalist aovenent^ was than sacrificed to the interests of the 
external policy* These direct contacts siuioyed the heads of the 
nationalist soeislist BovaBants# and Mussolini^ in order not to die* 
please his now allies, abandoned the oojODitteea •* to the great 
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stupefaction of those vho bad contributed and appreciated the acti^ 
Ity. The abajodonnsnt of this Idea was rot only a gra'VQ political 
arror^ but also an eesential maamnt in the destiny of these moymmnts, 
a fateful error* The aupjareaslon of the Coonltteea Interrupted the 
eTolution of theao nationalist movenents by arresting tbs 
spiritual effenescence yblr.h bed accompanied their nee tings azkl which 
is esMutlal to ths life of a new idea* 

Batloiial ^olalisB assuned an attitude of Indiffereoco toward 
ths fionsa InitlatlTs because its dxictrlne laclosd too auch of unlTB3>- 
salltx to bmoniae with other novonents. The ^iatinnal Socialist 
doetrlne leek^i that generosity which opens Lbe hearts of peoples 
toward a political Idea* The j|ltlerlan ideology neans the coeplete 
trlw^di of the "national* to the detrlnent of ^t1onaH«m"j the 
Interest in Qeraaqgr alone abeorba all the doctrine and taloae the fora 
of a ^ytlu Tmi the racial idea was not cultivated for Ita InstrlJ^ 
aio valaSf but to oontrlbate to the doal nation of the world by the 
Esiolu Hltlar hated William II and presented him In the eyee of the 
Oexma people as a poor axample of a leadar* But In reality he only 
r ep ro du eod hla la greater proportions* 

Making his ippearance In a nationalist period, Bltler stood 
aloof fron its ataospbere* He used the frane of natlnnallea, but be 
distorted its origin and meaning* Bathar Inclined toward the past. 
Hitler, without discerning what was falsa and what was true in the 
history of Oeraany, idiat out of the balk of events van In acooxtlanoe 
with the new European spirit, made Goman ^tlonalisa out of all this 
heritage* This would have been of no Importance if the Fuhrer bad 
beai ths head of a snail country with Umlted possibilities of actioa* 
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In that cas€f he would ivave becoae noted for his chauvinism* Unfor-> 
tunatoly^ the one who disposed of the (qreatest military and political 
force aiaon^ the beads of natlozuillst states j was also the one who 
understood the least the basis of ^tlonaliaa* His errors did not 
affect only a single country] they caused the ruin of our whole conf 
tlnent* Even mors conslderabla than the political defeat of Europe — 
for^ apart f^n Soviet Kussia, no State cane out of World War II as 
a victorious power ^ was the failure of the new historical eyntbesls 
toward which it was inclined* 

uas^ of all nationalist ideologias^ the 
Isasi accessible to other peoples* And^ although it willingly abazf 
doned the idea of a Suropeon coUaboratioa^ it nevesrthelsss attempted 
to model all other aoTCBexita In its own Image, flow %as this pooslble? 

The egooentric positloa of |iitlonaX 4oclal1sw deprived it of 
the hope of ever being welconod In Europe* A conception which re* 
■ained so sxelnslve could not In fact be accepted as the spiritual 
laage of the new Europe* At that point there remained (mly ths nos* 
sisnio idea of a people elected by providsnee to achieve the highest 
ideals of hunsolty* Rendered powerful by their nllitaxy aueoessj ths 
Oeraans declare thensalvea the sols leaders of the destiny of Europe 
and regard the other novansnta with an attitude of indifference* To 
tha ^ the nov European consoisnoe is no longer 

forged by the eozanon assets of all the Rationalist novenents of 
Europe^ but is delegated to them alone as representatives of the noet 
valiant of peoples* 

The leaders of tbs Third Reich only saw In the Rationalist 
movements bothersome companions of whoa they would readily liave freed 
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thenseXves If nficesslU.es of a. tactical nature had not restrained 
then from doing so* This conviction was so clear Uxat they did not 
even try to hide it until the day of final victory* Ev^ vfhen tta 
risk of war had becooie apparent^ they devoted theoeelved to making 
plans to bring the nationalist movcoients under their subjection* We 
do rrot know the details of this plan* It was never revealed* But a 
multitude of actions started by those vho are accountable for the 
Third fieich oonflra it; 

1* The fate of the lutiooalist movements never interested the 
sztemsl policy of the Third Reich* The national soclaliets pursued 
their aisa vithout ever concerning thensslves with knowing iff unlsr 
their blowsf a natlcnalist moveaent would not be entirely destroyedf 
end *f these would not affect the very idea of European solidarity* 

Biv could the national 1st aovements of ItigoalaviSf Poland and Casoho- 
aXovakla Mlntain their popularly when the force which polarised the 
rebirth of hope in Europe was preoccupied exclusively with territorial 
oonquastSf and had no respect for the rights of other nations? When 
the national socialist diplomacy was asked to explain the curious 
frlandshlp of which it gave proof toward the nationalist ■oveoantSf 
It would present the excuse of tactical nscseslty* Flnallyf the lack 
of good will on the part of the Oernan govemaent no longer deceived 
anyone* The fear of oontractlng coagaltaante which would prove too 
Inconvenient to fulfill on the day of victory Induced the Oemane to 
eaploy trickexy in dealing with the nationalist nownentet It was 
only at the moment whan their whole political syetea coUapead that 
the Oemans called upon the nationalists to save a hopeless situation* 
The eocaapls of Bungaryf of Rumanlaj of the Vlaasov anoy and of tbs 
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Ukrainian unlta, which were pemitted to apptjar onij' on the of 
defeat, is evident proof of thin fact. 

2* National aoclallm did not favor the creation of a aplrlt 
of cooperation oaoag the nationalist noveaenta. Not onl^ did it not 
fa^ir in any way the intoxTelation of nationalist groupe, but it was 
also aujpicloua of rlalng frlendsblps* The nationalist aovmants ware 
waiting for a uatchnord^ for a signal froa sonovhere* But Kussollnl, 
idio was the only chief of state capable of answaring thsir 9Lpp9uX and 
of on the national socialist Isadora a aoro reasonable pol^ 

ley# did not BOVS* 

3* iXter her territorial conquestsj Oexmny doaonstrated hsr 

ala of absorbing on the ideological level the countries which she had 

occuplsd or which bad becone subject to her liafluanco. The ronote 

autonoMous 

aijB of Oemn policy was to substitute tlbs/naticriil 1st noveiaents with 
that of the national socialist* 

h* The naticnalist noveneats which were too izwiepeodent^ 
which rabellsd against being reduced to bondagoi vers prevented froa 
diveloping too rapidly* As soon as a naticnalist aonaent found It* 
self in difficulty, the leaders of the Third Belch profited by the 
oooaeicn to take away its liberty* Jean tuka, foraer preeidait of 
tbs OooDCil of tbs Slyvak Republic and successor of Bishop HUnks as 
head of the Slovak National Guards, bitterly admitted to us the lack 
of consideration which tha national socialist diplomacy manifested 
toward the new Slovak State, created in I93P, after the dissolution 
of Csecbo Slovakia* The Slovak nationalist aovements, which for years 
had been struggling for the liberation :>f the Slovak people, were 
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forced to abandon Uialr initial poaitioas and to participate in a 
hytjrid ^Yornnent, The man who received the order from the Reich to 
crush the novuisnt of the Slovak Kationallats vas the Saron Manfred 
VDQ Ktlltngerj a person vho wan Later on true tod by RibbenUrop with a 
sjjailar task In Bucharest* The coup d'etat of Antonascuj who, la 
January l^lil» overthrew the national legionary cabinet^ was carried 
out with the aid of Oenoan troops stationed at the tijae on Ruronlan 
soU« and oolneided with tbs arrival of a new Oeman plonipo teatlary 
In Rnan£e. 

By pexultting national socialism to be usterped by the false 
iaa^ea of the past^ Hitler deprived the Goraan people oi a great 
hietorioal aoeent* National socialjjso In itself is not the creation 
of Hltiarj but oorrsQionds to the state of aind of all the Oenaan 
peoplet vhO| like other peoples of Europe^ were attracted ty natlon- 
allae* Throng national eocialisn^ the Goxiaan people participated 
In a Bovenent of universal character*, Its glory would have been to 
asslat in this great revolutloxiaxy moveaent by contrihutlog its 
iimanse potential* Hitler preferred to avenge the Injuatioas of the 
treaty of Varaallleflj and through this bUhalnian iaparlaliet cooeap* 
tlon aade Oeman hletory nore back a hundred yeare into tba past* 

This doas not aaon that the tazrltorlal prohXaaa ahould hava bean 
alintnatad fron his policy^ but only that they should have bean solved 
without endangering tha whole concept of nationalisa* 

During Hitler's last year one could observe aBong the Important 
parsonalitles of tha party a tendency toward an king national soolalin 
alldar. m Janoaxy l$h$$ tha proaoter of this new ccxueptlon^ pro- 
fessor Doctor siXf head of the cultural section of tbs Ministry of 
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Fo>relgn ATfsJLrs^ organised lix Jaroar a co ogress of all the. nation* 
alista uho sought reTuge in Gemax^'j vlth the ala of creating aaong 
than a couanon basis oT uxvierstaziding* Altar ten years of oblivion, 
Hussolliii*6 Ixlea was again being considered in Gemany, at a tiJM 
when It could no longer have any influence on the destiny of Europe. 
FoUoidiic the examrle of professor Six, official delegate of Gersuny, 
all the epeakara rejected lj^)erial1aa and chauviniaa ae incoapatlble 
with national ’^HW. In the twilight of the Third Reloh one could find 
again, after a long period of having been led astray, the true laws 
of natlooallaBu Opened xinder the auspices of the unlversallet 
thought of Ooethe, the Congress of Weioar represented. In spite of 
the defeat idiich occurred, a crucial nnoent In the eodstence of the 
nationalist aoTspunts and a new point of departure for their future. 

Anotbsr error which was oonnitted by European natloxuLUsa 
was to allow Itself to be seduced by the foraula of a single party. 

In spite of appearances and In spite of the theories to whloh 
national 1— la devoted, the single party does not constitute its 
ssaanee. It was the general spread of this error froa the great 
aovsBMnts to the wall tdiloh created the inpresalon that the tech* 
nlgusa of gove rnm ent and cf nationalisa were identical. 

Totalltarisnlstt was Introduoed in histoxy for the first tine 
bgr the bolsbevlkB. They ere the ersators of the single party. Their 
doetrlns Is so destitute of huaanlw that it can afflw its position 
In the state only by the confiscation of power for the benefit of a 
single party and through the ezsroise of terror. A mlx^riiy without 
soruples seises power, and onoe it is In possession of it, suppresses 
tbs sovereignty of the people, has evexyone who attenpts to resist 
its abuses assassinated or iaprlsoned* 
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Does Qntionall&m need to have recourse to cuch procedures? 

Is it so contrary to the souls of people that It would find itself 
obliged to set up a police state? Nattonallfaa is not in conflict 
with the popular conscience. The ideas which It professes ai>e not 
contrary to the auprene Interests of the nation. Why then should it 
attenpt to erade the trial by election which is the expression of 
national will? Natlonallsn cannot avoid this dUena: either it Is 

the quintessanoe of a nation and so does not have to fear the popu- 
lar verdict, or It chooses force and recognises iaplleltly that it 
is far fron the asplratloas of the people. 

The nationalists nust admit that they permitted themselves to 
becoM fasdnated by the vision of eternal power, and that they sue- 
eunbed to a tei^tstion a propos of a world of hatred and negation. 

It is true that through the voice of denocratic liberties the pro- 
gress of truth la slower. But are not truths which are acquired in 
the BLdst of dlfflcnltlea more lasting? The principal preoccupation 
of natlonallsn must be the education of the imsses and not the con- 
quest of power. If ever the responsibility of gov e n—ent must de- 
volve on its representatives, it must be otXy through the neans of 
universal suffrage. And if other political groq>s which are nore 
active and aven nare conscious of public welfare should manage to 
aaaart thenaelvea and to obtain tha votes of the nation, the natlon- 
alist partlea would then have to ylald then tha place in g overi— ant 
with loyalty* (lha poaitlon of the leglooaxy novesant toward denoo- 
racy will be explained in another work. ) 

Tbs obligation of having to consult the people does not ex- 
oXude the fact that a oatlonsllat noremsnt cones to power 1^|!^ugb 
direct action* While the political activity of a nationalist party 


- U7 - 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


&ust geoeralljr bear the atamp of legality and avoid the use oX 
violence* there are exceptional clrcuciBtances which absolve it frooi 
such coonitaents and Justify the conqueat of the state through 
abooml aeaos. The narch on Borne In 1^22 vae brought about by the 
apathy or the Italian State* by Ite total lack of strength to aneuer 
the attacks of the social-oooaunlst left, if Mussolini bad hesi- 
tated for a ■onentj a dictatorship similar to the Soviet dictatorship 
mould have been Ixurtalled in Italy. DcBOcracy could no longer have 
existed even if Mussolini had tot taken Its place* it was* therefore* 
In a aoneot of widespread unrest that he attempted his coup d*etat. 

Ibe ■sohl.neiy of state for the transmission of public powers had been 
eloggsd hy turmoil and the nation* being delivered to the forcee of 
anarchy* appealed to his dscislve spirit. Ho one could have offered 
him a better* more valid* more logltimate command than the nation 
itself* Mussolini abused the call to power which be had received 
from the nation only vhsn he prolonged further than was neceeeary an 
emergency ly becoming the tyrant of the order which be had reatored. 

Ibe situation in Spain was entirely different. In that oout^ 
Uy* the monarchy broke down under the blows of the republicans* The 
regime which suoceedod it traasfonmd itself into an ■namhn nniunlet 
govenmwixt and* at the worst hour of this national cataetropha* a 
gropp of patriots* recruited from amM^ the offloere and mambere of 
the Fbalanglst Movement* reestablished order after a grueling civil 
war* The fact that Oeneralisslmo Franco became the leader of the 
Spanish State Is a natural consequence of the risks and responsibil- 
ities which be assumed when all the other national forces* ox>narohy* 
nobility* bourgeoisie* moderate socialists* had capitulated* Could 
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tha Franco regino rotlre and Ii3aye the power in the bands of a 
Bonarchical*deiaocrBtlc faction by openly consulting tiie popular will? 
The Internal situation of Spain, which is closely related to what is 
actually happening on the tiorld-wlde Xe'vel could not permit such a 
solution, at least not Inasdlately* To rewi; suddenly to the past 
would be to return to chaos. Fed as they are by the agents of Inter- 
national cosnaaisa, the old hatreds await only one laoaent of weakness 
in the actual authority* There is no reason vty the old political 
grot^e, which aada such a pitiful surrender In 1^36, should deblart 
thsaMelees aore worthy of leadership tonorrow* Apart from the cam- 
Bimists, there is no one who could replace Franco, no political group 
capable of aasuring a democratic succession which would sutnri^ under 
the existing conditions* 

Due to the fact that certain theories have made violence the 
prims ehsrecterlstic of nattonalihe, a series of political ezperl* 
enees idiioh have nothing to do with it beve been attributed to the 
letter* Thus, all the regimes which, after 1^22, ueed force to come 
to power were <|ialified as "fasolst**. *Fasoima” had become a sort 
of political vogue In Europe* Kershall PUsudskl In Poland, prlmo 
d» Sivere in Spain, Oliveira Salasar in Portugal, the Chancellor 
DolfUss and Schuasnlgg in Austria, and ssearal crowned hoads. King 
Alsamnder of lugoalsvis, King Boris in Bulgaria and King Carol in 
Jhamnla, Interpreted and adapted to their aituation the tactics and 
the methods of government of HussoUxii* World public opinion, no 
longer interested in the substance of the phenomenon, remembered 
only its appearances and classified all these regimes under the 
label of fasoiSB, even whan they bad been created for the vexy pur- 
pose of crushing the true nationalist nowoments* 
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AX ter having analyzed the successes and failures of these 
reglaae, uhich are also based on different factors, ubat are the 
reasons vhlx:h prevent us from considering then as natlonaXist nove- 
■eats? 


Let ns tiy to outline tbair fundaaeiitaX chauracteriatlca* 

These regiaes all ii^sad tbeoaelves through an act oi fozx:e planned 
from top to bottoa tgr a co\^) d^etat of the etate. If one can say, 
vltbout the participation of the nation and often in oppoaltlon to 
lt« So popular trends^ no aass noveaents prepared the nay for their 
riee to power. Only cei'taln reactions, certain dlwnatiaf actions 
aeong the ruling classes were the decisive factors of their victory. 
A natlcoallet revolutioa, on the contraxy. Is never a plot foned 
by cffiolal circles. It Is the expreasion of prci uid transforaa- 
tlons undergone hy the vhole of the national organian* It is alM^ 
■anifested fToa top to the bottoa, from the nation to the state. 

The conquest of power is nade on a large front with the partlelpa* 
tlon of the popular i&assea. 

Iho above -Mentioned regiaes were authoritarian regiaes. They 
the 

Mpbaalaed the authori^TTcoerclve power of the state. Ihey are not 
based on the popular will but on the state, on its capacity to 
throttle the free viU of Its citiseno. Their political support Is 
surisdi the anqrj a group of politicians, a group of bankers, the 
■onaroky, the nobility of the country, th» prestige of a great alll/- 
taxy leader, or a coablnatloa of all these. But, whatever their 
coMpositloa, whatever their Internal political aspect, the results 
are the sshs. The state finds Itself In conflict with the nation, 
and the duration of the xegiae depends on tbo aioount of pressure 
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axBTtod on the citixaas* 


These reglaes are not the unique appearances oX our period* 
Tbfl [7 are to be found In antiquity’^ In the period of the Renaissance* 
The ■prince*' by Nachlaveli reflects these no'raaents* Thagr alMQns 
taloa the disUnctlTe qaalitQT oT a personal adventures a ean —Apes 
his bid for fortune vhlle the state is passing through a mcment of 
oriels* That is vby we can also call these regiaes ■dictatorships **, 
and th«3r are the only oxw vbo ret^JJiy deserve to be called that 


The anthoritarlan regines have no ideology* That is what 
eosstltntea their wseknesa* fiowever^ this does not man that they 
have no tm^or goals or that they are not supported by any f aithj for 
tlMy are at tines hacked by a powerful fanatlsisa* the heads of 
these peglnes believe that a powerful Inpulse originating in the cen- 
ter and Moving outward is sufficient to cure the nation of all its 
evils* Thsy think that a strong nan^ the nan who knows how to com- 
■sndg can acoonplish nlrtelea* Whether the country as a whole re- 
aped^ or does not respond to their Inpulsion^ wfaeibar or not its 
oraatiie powers join in the effort^ is not a consideration to deter 
then from oootlnalng the experlAent* 


After having taken power in the nane of fr»edon« the national- 
ist revolutions fell into the ezror of autboritarlanlsn and denied 
free plMj to the two constitutive eleiaents of ths state* Nevertheless 
thsse suthorltarlsn natlonsHst regines were superior to Just plsln 
suthoritarlsn xegines^ for the authority that bad been delegated to 
thM oans fron an inportant fraction of the nation* A nationalist 
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rsgljne ls« la oTfecty al»ey:i dupported by a party utilr.h is anlisated 
by an idoal, vboreaa Uie dictatorships dlegulne tiieasel'TOs in the 
abstractloas of the state. 

In order to reaed/ their weakness^ the authoritarian regiaee 
create organlne idilch keep then In artlficlaX contact vith the 
aaseest parties^ youth organlxatlons> social services^ corporatloas^ 
eoaetijMS even perliajaante. It is throueb the external ainJLlarlty 
of their eye teas that the nodem dictatorships ha to been conlused w 
with fteeljBi. The difforences are nevertheless veiy clear. Oa xhB 
one »iMg the etat« creetea the party, on the other, the party 
createe the etate. a dictatorial party, II one can call It that, 
deee not eoao into being at the aonent the dictator appears, but le 
Mtabliefaed Xater, as an ulterior and seooxidaxy product of the re* 
giiae. The power of an authoritarian regiae, therefore, does not 
COM froa the party, but fiea ths represslYe aeaeures of the state. 
Mor eov er , idton the regiae breaks down, the political organisation 
which wee oetabUshod under its protection, disappears with It. 


Once adoitted as a constitutive principle of the atate, the 
aingis party ijqpoeea an identical pattern of life upon all of its 
citiaene. The hman peraon beoones a proving-ground for party «x- 
perianta. A gigantic struggle takes place between the group in 
power axid the fk*ee will of the indiTixlual. 

the oppoeltlon of individuals is liquidated by two courses of 
aetlent on one hand, the active elonenta of ths opposition and all 
those who give evidence of dissension in the population are annlhi^ 
lated or cut off fzom the mass of the people; on the other hand, the 
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D 0 W geoaraUjona are subjected to a i*tgld aud uniTona oducation. The 
education no longer attempts to realise the per9onalit,y^ but attes^ta 
to readjust It to the intellectual standaxd of the party. It is no 
InzAgar a question of favoring the creative potentialities of the in- 
dlvidualf but of inculcatlag hin with the principles «hic h constitute 
the basis of the reglos, 

Fascisn and national soclallfa were not able to eeoape the 
consequflhoes of totalltatlanioa* The concentration c&iapa and coercive 
education vers the Inseparable attributes of these reglAes. HussoUnli 
it Is trusj did not behave like a tyrant toward his advarsaries • 
llthough he was obliged to repress opposition^ he laanaged to do it 
with a certain aaount of hxB&anlty. Hltlari on the other bandy applied 
the concentration camp systoa with characteristic brutality* The 
indignation which he ard^ln the iwld is Justified* But could the 
Indignation whioh be caused be greater than that deserved by those 
wbo preceded hla on this road? And who furnished the exanple? The 
JudgMot of Nurcoberg appaare to be without In hlstoiyy be* 

cause aawng the nenbers of that international tribunal could be found 
the reprsaentatives of a power which would have been oore at hone 
sitting on the bench of the accused* Rltler cooaltted the aost rep* 
rehensihls acts| but why were thoso who started this series of aon* 
atrositiesy those who nuabered at least five tiaes nore vlctlas than 
be dldy not equally punished? 

If it is once admitted that the nationalist world does not 
approve of the existence of concentration caapsy one can ask blaself 
what was the position of tho nationalist aovemcnts on the question 
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Of the education of the masaea* lo the lat*i,er not ri^easary to the 
constitution of a powerful state? Nothing is r^jorc faJae, laoro con- 
trary to the truths of the nationalist doctrine, HatlonaliAi is a 
aplritoal revolatioxu As we have already explaixied^ pationaHaa 
larks the aosant when the nation becomss conscious or iteelff of Ita 
creative potentialitiee* In other words# natlAnal^ appears at the 
Msant idien the people trax&afer aU their energy freua historical 
level to the cultural level* the plonoers of this vision of 

natirzialiea could, not be the product of a uoifona e^t^atlcsu it is 
to the spirit of reflneaent# to the variety of aeans ani inexhaust- 
ible wealth of the huoan beln^ that one must appeal in order to 
aohleve tbaae ends* Watinnallsn wisbea to fona a nation of personal- 
Itiae# it eeelca to organise the Basses indlvldusl^* It is not the 
uaified eonbatant who can assure the future of a p^ple# but the 
spiritually eMnetpeted Individual who# while taking the experisnee 
of othera Into consideration# follows his own inner path* 


Up to now ve have talked about the two great errors of 
natlnnaliiBa — InperislisBi# with ita origins in the bourgeois and 
capitalist society# and the totalltarisn state^ borrowed fros the 
bolabevlks* The third error of national Isa was tc nilcw itaelf to 
becoaa oontaalnated by aaterlallsBi and praised }gf tbs cosomniet and 
capitalist socletios alike* 

It would be an exaggeration to attribute to fascisai a pro- 
nounced naterieliatlc tecdancy* The Italian soul ^ too deeply rooted 
In its Catholio traditions to succtsft oonpletely tc ^tarialist tempta- 
tlnn* It vae with the national sooloHsts that could take 
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a lasting shape* Wh^t one can reprpach In both these rTtovesoante ia 
the excessive grandeur « the epic majesty they lavished upon the 
material constructions achloAnsd under the auspices of the state* / 
bulldJLngf a bridge^ a rallrood| an exhibition became occasions for 
coHective vanity^ as veil as pretexts for Uie piroud aTfirmatlon of 
the nation* One could obser^ft therein a kind of obsession with the 
desire to insoortalize the people in stone» such as the conviction 
that tho mine of the latter could be expiressed In tons of steel, in 
the mmbor of bouoea that were built, in the quantity ships pro* 
duced In the vorkshopa, or in the number of inventions patented* Vfe 
do not want to be nisunderstood; happy are the people who are gifted 
with technical ability. Their achlsvcnents deseirve to be praised. 
Absurdity starts only when oiwi considers what is technical as an end 
In itself. Ihlfl transfer of Interoet Iron the inzier self to oxter* 
nalsjfroa the spiritual imago of a people to tho fronnied croation of 
material things, deprives nan of all the original elements of his 
culture. All the wonders viilch he raioht then acconpllah in the tech- 
nical realm oould not compensate for the vacuum which that policy 
creates In the spiritual realm* 

Ihe econonic factor ended by occupying a preponderant place 
in the thoughts of the fascist and national soolalist leaders* These 
praocov^atlons were justified by a real situation. Italy and Oezmaay 
lacload rmw materials, and wexv threatened by an endemic unenplcynant 
problaoi. It was perfectly naticral to see the stateanen of those 
countries searching for a remedy for the material sufferings of their 
nations. The economic factor cannot be eliminated from the Ufa o^a 
people, nor can it bo treated lightly* It Is nevertheless inadmis* 
elble that In order to fill the gaps of Its own national ecoxx>ny, a 
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countty should deprive other countrlee of thair means oX existence* 
By proceeding in such fashion one only neats vdth conflict and war* 
When f igures ore the oniy factor vliicb determines the aKtemal poi/- 
icy of a countZ7« it is but one step from the legitimate acquiatlon 
of the goods Doceesary to the life of a people to econoolc imperial** 
Isn* 


National soclalioa did not rostriot itself to the abuse of 
Ajid econoalc formulae^ It also sought to elaborate a 
aatsrlalistic vision of the uorld* It came to power in opposing the 
■aterlallstlo vision of history, but In another respect only repeated 
the same errors* Nundsa atteopte to explain all social transfona* 
tisQS ty the ohangoo which occur in the econonin stnicture of society* 
HltJsr uaoclpated man from the tyranzy of the economic factoTj but 
enslaved him to the highest degree to the biological element by sub* 
Meeting him to the zscial tbaoxy* The theory held that It is not non 
with his intsnsol resources who creates history^ but man as a raoiaX 
elamntj differentiated by a certain number of physical particulari- 
ties* It suffices for an individual to be a Member of this sacred 
heredity for him to be superiar to his Issa fortunate fellov-oreaturea. 
Ristozy fouai itself once mere under the influence of a material fac- 
tort bloody the biological entity, the physical constitution of the 
laAivlilual* Materialism did not disappear, it only changed its foxu* 
In the place of economic naterlalisn, which concentrates itself on 
work, on produeticci, on the relaticnshlpe between man and nature, 
there appears biolcglcal materialism* Social relatloos are detextainad 
by the physical eharaeteristlce of the indlvidxials* 

Did Hitler remain faithful to his racial ideology? The eods- 
tenco of races cannot be denied* The error of national socialism was 
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to consider then as distinct ci'eatlve lorces la hlstoi^'. ^ dlrec* 
ting his appeal to the Nordic race. Hitler addreesed hioself co a 
group which did act exist* The races suppl/ only the raw materials 
oT the p>eople8« The same race can enter Into the compoaltlon of 
9%yBTaX peoples^ In much the saoe way that a nation can be constitu- 
ted ty eelpsral races* The spiritual unity of a people does not 
depend on Ite racial purity^ as Hltlor beUemd* but on ponsservlng 
ite ersatlrlty. This is Uio reason for which the other Nordic peo- 
pXee did not conseot to eacrlfice their national Idantitor for the 
benefit of a greater racial cowiunlty* The Dutch» the Bomeglansy 
the Danes defended thaoselves against the Gernan inmders with the 
ease etubbomnesa as other peoples lese qualified than theoselvea to 
underatand the ^yth of the Nordic race* 

liqdiovj Hitler based his act# on a biological prlnolpls* 

He Bade nee of the notion of the race so as to giea hie doctrine eo* 
beranee, but be new: took into account its practical consequences* 
ill his deelslona are contradictory to the historical existence of 
races and conflm his belief in the reality of the peoplae* Bis 
fanaticlaB wis not fed by racial notions# but by the specific energlee 
of the Oexman soul* His plans for the future course of the great 
Genna Belch called for depriving the Nordic nations of their histor- 
ical indlvldiiallty* Only the Oenaan poople was to bs in tain its 
ethnical integrity# so that in the aoXd of its culture the ancient 
unity of the inglo«6axon world night be recreated* 
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CHAPIER IV 

THE CONSTRUCTIVE £IPERIE»CE OT »ATIQ»ALI3M 




Having e^caaioed the deviations ox' natlonallsa^ we are going 
to atteapt to explain that part of its heritage whinh proved to be 
of value. If natinaallwa has had its faulta, one cannot dlerogaxxi 
or wilfully ignore the values which it created and which hencefoi^ 
belong to hiaaanity* 

Against all the tendencies of modem society tofward dlsintegra- 
tion« oationaULsn opposes the immanent force of the oatlon. As eoon 
as the national phase of apeople tends to became "nationalist", the 
process of social disintegration Is arrested^ and the histozy of ^ . 
people takas on a constructive xtythm* As long ao the nationalist 
aoveneats renained faithful to their distinct organization, they suc- 
ceeded in solving with elegance and efficiency the problems which 
confronted tbeia* As soon as they appealed to foreign sources for en- 
courageaant, they vere lad astray and come to ruin. 

WbOg for s3EB&ple« would not be able to r ecogniae the decisive 
contribution of nationalism to the solution of the social problem? 

In this arse fiUsd with contradictions# ubereln the bourgeoisis 
definitely had nade a neae of things, naticnalisai stepped forward and 
found a fonsula for reconciling the olasces of society, at the sane 
tlxie barring the way to coBnunlat agitations. The solution advx>cated 
^ NandsB is the product of a distorted aind. Why should the 
achlsvasent of social justice require the destruction of the Institu- 
tions of the past, and even the disappearance of peoples as historical 
Individuals? One might as veil put fire to a house in order to re- 
pair a door or a window. It is sufficient to reestablish the normal 
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Tmictlonln^ of t4be natloiuil organic which presupposes calUjag back 
to order the anarchical and irresponsible individuals^ so that by 
Itaelf and through its own neans^ the nation nay repair its affected 
tissues* 


Ibe great nerlt of nationalism la to have discovsied the neana 
for the coexistence of two notions idilchf according to dialectical 
Haxzlamf wuXd be irreconcilabXe the nation and soclalisa* Us 
liorkera do not need to violate the integrity of nations to iBqprove 
their living eoDdltloos* the road to themllzation of the vorloers* 
clslaa does not necessarily require the ruin of the nation* The 
boldest social rafonu oorraepond to phases of progress through w hi ch 
the Qaticn as a whole oust pass, the nore the individuals enjoy a 
proaperema situation^ the greater their attachment to their country* 
They no longer feal like outcasts in the midst of society^ but they 
enter vltb full rights In the ranks of docant and dignifi^ cltlaens* 
Liberty and equality then become in their eyse consistent notlone 
and formulas which correspond to tangible realitlas* To lead the 
vorkm ftna the psripbery toward the center of society^ to Interest 
them In the great alas of the nation^ to associate them with the 
rasponsibilitlaa of the state — such is the fomula of government 
under 

Sooialisa Is a probleca which must be solved by the nation* 

It does not require a solntlon on the international level or the 
establishment of a world state of proletariat* Class hatreds die- 
appeer idien the national conscience is strlngly revealed to a people* 
yroa that moment oa, what reasons for revolution could tbs oonmmiste 
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present to the working classes? ttio very aim of their agitation 
dlaappears if all the social classes declare themsel\«s Jointly i^iy j 
severally responsible for the destiny of the nation^ provided that 
the bourgeoisie reaches the point whore it itnderstands that iha 
exploitation of man by nan is a sacrilege and a dlahonor* 

Iha Oenaans were the ones beat understood and applied 
natiooaliaa* The aoclallst state created by Hitler bad bad no 
counterpart In this world* In no fibber countzy did the working 

Xlve ta oore perfect hamozy with the rest of tbs nation* 
They really felt that thdfj conatituted a outjor part of the national 
coannmlty* 

Heal aodallaoi doea not nean whiter bread and a reglne of 
greater coafort and aoclal security* These are the derived aspects 
of the problen^ the results which occur once the nation has achi:c^»d 
a certain degree of spiritual cobaalon* The Juat divlalcn of goods 
and duties within the society rsnaina without doubt a queatlon of 
vital importances the aolutlon oC chlch la very urgenti but the prob* 
leu of aoclaUsa are not exhausted by isproveaenta on a strictly 
material basis* Baal sociallaa begins only with the free circulation 
of hiMsn values froa ons social claaa to another^ which is Inconeei^ 
able without the total disappearance of prejudices of wealthy blrthi 
stc^ vhlob conatitute so oeny obstacles to the developownt of the In- 
dividual* It is essential that the worker lose his inferiority con- 
plexaa# that he be helped in acquiring the conviccion that his quail- 
tisa and his efforts suffice to make hia the equal of those who 
throiigh birth and through social standing are his superiors* Uhen 
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this aunoapbore of Good will, of just a,. predation of the efforts of 
others donLlnates the nontellty of a peoplo, it ie a sign of the eris- 
tex)ce of authentic eoclaliaa. Ihu eternal agitation on the question 
of salaries will not be able to appease this class i^atred, for, in 
spite of all these material claims, even should theiy' be satisfied 
this hatred would remain alive, Ibe real problem consists in the 
spiritual emancipation of the worker, in the restriction of the psy^ 
cholnglnol distances which separate one class from the other. In 
order to scoomplish this revolution, one must consider each citlsen 
as a creative force of the nation. 

Hitler was able to remove the artificial obstacles imposed on 
the relstlona between Individuals by birth, by social circles and iQr 
fortune j be was able to insulate the natloi^al substanoe against the 
Inhibiting influences of historical vicissitudes and to assure it 
oontixultgr, HussolixcL, who sought to achieve the same alas, did not 
g o ec eed as well as Hitler in transfoming the class aantality* 

ibothcr great victory of nationalism was to have accomplished 
the boldest social reforms without ths^^ denylxig the advantages of 
private initiative. Socialism of Marxist origin adopts in this realm 
a solution Injurious to the interests of the people i the colXectivl* 
Mtlon of the mesne of production. If one studies the effects of 
eoUectlvisatlon where it was applied in a sincere and generoue way 
(in eontrsst to the USSR, where the aim of coUeetlviaation is to rob 
the peasant, the worker^ and the Intellectual of the milt of his work 
end of hia taXenta, to destroy in him the fealing of human dignity 
and to reduce him to an endless slawy), one cannot deny real lm« 
p g o v msu t in the standard of living of the popular masses* But, it 
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la oonethelaas tru« that coUectiTlsatlon can have diarturbiog coi>- 
saquaoces. Where coUectivleation Is in effect the oatlonal ec^joaBiy 
M a whole suffers froa the gravest lnaufficiexx:i08 and enters Into 
a period of decUoai for what is won extenslve^^ for the well-being 
of the popular masses detracts from the intensity of tha economic 
effort of the whole xxatlon* CoUectivisB is a class solution* Desi- 
rous of iaprovlng the situation of a part of the population, oollec- 
tivisa ruins other important values of tha nation# other factors 
which might guarantee its prosperity. 

Private initiative is Inseparable from the hwan being* To 
deprive the ixidivldual of his eoononic freedom signifies taking away 
from him one of his essential attrlbutsa* As soon as this natural 
tgrpe of aotlvltQr is denied hia, bis interest in the economic life 
weakens* He loses his creative djoumisa and acquiree a bozeaucratic 
msntallty* Who cq||ld awake^the taste for gz^t enterprises in a 
being who is constralnod to maaln all his life in the coodition of 
a wage-eamerT Who could stimulate his taste for invention# who 
could mUgi him bold# asaiduoua# clear-sighted? Ose eoono^jr of a 
people withers away without the Incentive of private Initiative* 

Through oootrolled acomaj# nationalism attaapted to find a 
remsdr all the fhulta of economic liberalism* this system does 
not SQppress private Initiatlvej it merely gives it another perspec- 
tive by binding it more closely to the whole of the nation* An 
economy devoted exclusively to the asking of profits — tbi classic 
type of capitalist exploitation — would degenerate into an anarch- 
ical a xh l bi tlon Incapable of representing even the roal interests of 
capital* Xn the final analyslsi the social dissatisfactions and 
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dlAOrdhers arising from Investment are datrlnental to Its ovn active 
Itj* It oay further be said that capital interests must willingly 
submit to that gOYarxnant control ublch really heipe them function. 

Controlled aoomcmy harmonises the fluctuatioafi of liberal 
aOQQoay with the productlTs cycle of the idioXa nation. It doaa not 
reject pritata ix^itlative, but it cannot ignore other economic rael* 
ltliSc;:ahieh ha^e an equal right to existi the claims of the vcrkara 
and the redlvdalon of the material resourcaa of the oatloa. These 
do oot belong to a generation^ but to a long line of genaratlona. i 
aoQ&d economic ayvtam can develop only with the permanent coopers* 
tioQ of these three fhctors. The difficulties idilch arise in the 
eoona^f of a country are caxtsed by the preponderant rols thich Is 
granted to one of these factors to the detriment of the others. 

Thsms foim an inseparable tirlDity, and it Is only when they operate 
In j)srfaot harmoio' that they can assure the material prosperity of a 
nation. 

fiiia triple oondltlooing of national aoooawy flamrinds from 
each country au appropriate economic plan, ficooomic factors do oot 
hy Aoy means set as indepaDdeut functions of a biological organismi 
they xequira the oontinual IntarTsatlon of the human Intelligence 
m> as to maintain tbair unity of action. But the astablishmant or 
the exlstenoe of a plan does oot always signify planned econoagr or 
eooDomie controUsm. What we vdsh to say Is that this aatabHahmant 
is embodied in the Idea of the organisation of these factom^ in 
their euparvlalon. Except fbr a few areas of Tital importance to the 
SKimtence of the rtata^ plamved econooQr does not intend to take pro* 
duction out of porlimte hands in order to turn It over to the stata^ 
but only to integrate it with the who la of rtational life. 
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concept of planned econoioj always gives rise to certain 
aeanriaa of the war period whon Oorjiany and were forced to 

Inpose eerare reetrictloos on private enteorprlsea due to the lack of 
raw saterlale* Bocatoso of the ambiguity of tiie ten "planned ecoD- 
owsr" we prefer to call Uile new type of eeonooy ty naae of "coor* 
dlnated eoooa^r** (ULbexel 000301^/ in its classical eemse, as It was 
kxxnm in tba nineteenth century# no longer axlsta In the world* More 
or lees cXearly# the econoiiQr of all countries has been tranefoxvad 
Into e planned economy* A eignlficant fact Is that even the United 
Stetee# a countxy of unllnlted poeslblUtiee and cbaflq>ion of the doc- 
trine of "free enterprise"# could not avoid the Interrantion of the 
state in the eooooflQr.) 


The eoclal and econoalc conceptions of which the nationalist 
■sveaents were deservedly proud are today appreciated hf all the JfTee 
peoples of the world* Mevertheless# the etmggle these aovenente 
weged against coosunlat infiltrations in surope aurpaeeee in iapor-> 
tenee what they have achieved on the econanic and social level* The 
sacrifioee aade by all the national let noveoante in the battle 
against belebevisai will survive all the of definition to 

idiich they were subjected* Ihe day will cone when posterity will 
revise the Judgnent which was passed by our contenporaries* Ute evi- 
dence that will count at that tine will be the blood which was loot 
for the defense of Eturopsan civilisation* 

The struggle of the nationalists against bolebSTlse has no 
parallel in any known rivalxy of history* yor now it is no longer 



A question of Wo peoples^ two trendS| or two conceptions of life 
struggling against each other for suprooacy; it Is a spiritual 
vaouua trying to trlusq^b over the creative forces of humanity* This 
is why the champion of antlcoanaunaan wtio is ready to sacrifice his 
tery liTe^ the hero of the whole of huaanity as long as be serves 
that cause j enjoys the support and protection of Qod* 

Ihe nationalist oovments checked bolshevik penetration into 
Europe for over a quarter of a centuxy* let us try to renenber the 
chaotic condition of our continent after World War Ii all nations 
and eetablished prlnciplss in a state of confusion* A world devas- 
tated by Blaeiy was feverishly trying to find a VBnt for the euffo- 
eating ataoaphere emanating fron the ruins of war* 

In this genaral confusion^ when the dikes which had bald 
order seeeed to breaks when the trumpets of world revolution already 
aamneed the end of the old worlds Xkithful laessengers of peace 
arrived and ealaed the souls of peoples by finding an equitable aolu- 
tion to the social problens* It is certain that without HasdoUnl^ 
without Bitlsr^ and the host of European nationalists the bolahsvikB 
would have installed thmselvea on our continent in 1 ^ 30 * one after 
the other j the nations of Europe would have been conquered by the 
gxmdual penetration of cawnunl eta into the country* 

The Intervention of the nationalist povere In the Spanish 
Civil War Is az^ther important fact which can be added to their ac- 
tlvltlea* The secret propaganda of the bolsheviks had net with dif- 
neultlas in operating froa ftussia* Bussia needed a Western or 
occidental satellite^ a country which would contain within Itself all 
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the raTOlutionary tendenciae of the West and throus-h which fcurope, 
in A tlffie of vorXd conflict ^ would be cau^t between two fires • 

Spain seoned the countiy beet suited to meet those requireaents • The 
re^lutlonaiy tx^ditlon of the Spanish anarchist ra^venant and the 
poor economic conditions of the Iberian peninsula had fawred tbs de- 
inaXopnent of a powerful CoBntuniet Party. Spain had the added advan- 
ta^ that It was close to Africa^ and could thus becooe a center £nm 
which to cany on agitation on the Dark Coatlnent| to say nothing of 
the countries of la tin Aaerice. 

Lat ua tzy to imagine for one laoment what a victory for these 
plans of lt>aoov would have signifisd. Imagine Soviet ftoesia In* 
stalled In OifaraXtar and occupjring the area of preseat*dsy Spain* 

What a change of eituatlonf what imiieasurabls consequences for the 
destlJCQr of the three continental Spain would have becono the western 
arsenal of the Bolshevik Revolution* In a few years the flames would 
have spread from this nucleus over tbs Hediterranean Basin, over the 
whole of Afrlnaf and would have given a decisive Impulse to all the 
eooBunlst sovements of Xstiu America, agitation in those countries 
bslng favored by the consiunity of origin and of language* Great 
Britain, france with bar vast oversaas tarritorlss, the United States, 
whose intsrests soctend over the idiole surface of the globe, all prof* 
Itsd troti the Spanish hoetacomb and from the sacrifices of the natkm* 
slist volunteers* 

nationalist Spain has the honor of having saved Europe when 
the latter was passing through a crucial period In its ezlsteDce* 
tbs dMwcratlo world can continue to brush France aside, to curse 
ths nationalist leaders who sent reinforcements to tha other aids of 
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tha J^reoees* The Tact of that coaflict, the victorious result ot 
the nationalist forces in Spaln» must nevertheless be considered in 
an objective manner, dy refusing to take action against Soviet izk- 
terference in the Spanish Civil Warj the vostom doaocracies adopted 
an anti-Kuropean attitude. Were It not for the vigilance of the 
nationalist pavers Spain vould deflnitel/ have fallen within the 
political orbit of Moscow. 

OnJI^ once did the nationalist novements suspend their unfriend- 
I7 attitude toward tbs enenor in tbs Kast^ and that was whan CemaiQr 
concluded its pact of nonaggression with the Soviets. This aot^ 

Oenoan propaganda liked to conpare with the ingenious diplonatlc 
contrivances of Blsaarok^ spread doubt and suspicion wng all the 
peoples of £uxx>pe. The aaterlal profits idiich Oeznangr was able to 
aoq^lJn8 Igr this step were Insignificant when conparsd to tha Xosses 
which she Buffered in the ree3ji of iapondarables. Ictualljr# the con* 
elusion of the pact revealed a crisis in the structurs of tbe nation- 
alist worlds for only a home front uxidemined tor uncertainties could 
telerats such an alliance. 

The iaportance of ihe pact of nonBggrssslcn did not inside in 
the declaration of a good-neighbor policy which it containadt but in 
the fact that it was really intended as a pact of aggreasionj an 
aggresalon alaed against Europe, against that very spirit which the 
new Oamacy pretended to represent. As soon as this pact was signed 
the armies of the Haich invaded Poland. A year later, all the bar- 
rier states which protected Europe in the East and which had been 
established after World War I had been destroyed. Instead of favor- 
ing tbe establishBient of a European coalition against Soviet Hussla 
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and taking Ita auprene coaxoandi C^enaany associat/od herself with the 
evil plans of the Kremlin axkd prepared the ruin of the peoples vbo 
ehQtil rt have bean protected by the nationalist pew era and vbo ahould 
have participated in the comnon struggle. 

It la totally incooprehenelbla that Hitler could have con* 
celved the plan of wiping out the fanall states of Europey his oecon* 
daxy rivals^ so to apeak> by appealing to his principal aneoiy for 
help* HoxBallyj the oxact opposite should have been done. In facing 
the,. greater of her dangerSf Oenaany should have organized her own 
iorstefli of defense. This policy would have precluded tho poaelhlllty 
of an axMd conflict in tho center of Europe^ in Caecboelovakiai in 
Poland and with the states belonging to the defensive system of 
Europe. Ibe resuXto thus obtained al^t not have been vazy brilliant^ 
butf even if they had been nedloore^ this was nevertheless the only 
card Mhifth the external policy of the Third Reich could play with a 
mtrUsun of success* 

Prom the Oexnan point of vlew» the nonaggrsssion pact was sore 
than an error in political and nilitazy strategy. Oeimaxy was fail- 
ing In its hlstorleal mission. Even in the event that she had cboaen 
a heroic course which ended in a catastrophe similar to that of 1^U5# 
this defeat would have been blsssed by all huoanlty. If the 22 June 
l^hl had later contributed to rehabilitate Oeraany* the credit fbr 
this would not have fallen upon the national sooialiat leaders (ibo 
were eonsuhat late in raalialng that the peot redounded solely to the 
sdvantsge of Bussla), but to the formidable spirit of the German 
soldiers who were able to attack the endlees steppes of Itussla and 
endure tbs rigors of its oUmate in order to bring that nationi which 
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ever since 191? had become the implacable enanry of iiurope^beck into 
the European coavmuiity of nations* However^ in 19U1> Germanor zn 
longer enjo/ed such conditions as would fa'vor launching an offenelw. 
Since 1^36 she had oade all sorts of aneniesi she could no longer 
count on the help of the European nations In her stx^uggls against 
Kuaaia but Instead^ she was forced to wage battle on two fronts^ 
against Russia and against Europe* 

When ha attacked the Krenlin^ Ritlar seened to have lost oosie 
of that unbsaltb^ passion which be bad for his people* In attacking 
Soviet fiusala he had the feeling that he was donning amor of ^ 
Slsgfrlsd of hunanlt^* Be probably thought that this gesture was 
eloquent exxnAgb to l^>p0a^e the etaalty of the Anglo^axoos and to 
alter the International cliioate in his favor* He hoped that by takr 
Ing this new staxid he night ease the i^enslon on the Western Front> 
thereby giving the Oersan armies the respite nacessazy for succese 
in the great struggle which was about to begin in the East* Ihe 
causef on the whole, was lost* Meverthaleasi Hitler hoped for a 
sudden change in the European consoiancei for a revision of the ini- 
tial positions of the war, in virtue of those ohangee which had 
occurred ^ the theatre of operations* (Qnfortunately, this excep- 
tional psysboXoglcal sment was not put to use ly Hitler, who laeksd 
a sense of reality* Following the declaratlim of war against Russia, 
a ohsrter of European liberties should have been issued* Europe, 
idiloh wae destroyed politically, was to be refonoed :o that Oemany 
night obtain the maxinun re inforc snoot in the gigantic struggle 
which was undertaken against the East* The Allies then answered by 
dselaring their desire to liberate the European peoples according 
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to the AtlajQtic CbartcTj and tho only thing which Hitler could oj^k>s« 
to ihi£ propaganda was the eorxy eight of the co\mtrlee occv^ied bgr 
his armies*) iha inexplicable attitude oT Germany toward the British 
In Dunkirk Is an anticipation ol that Idea* Hitler began to feel 
uneasy with his own successes and he wanted to compex^te Tor the 
excessl've favors which fate bad bestowed upon hijs> vhlchi due to their 
dastllng abundance y exposed him to the greatest perUs* 

Bnt when Hitler realisod that the atruggls which he had undeiv 
taken against Aussia had only awakened Joy in the souls of his ene- 
mies at the prospect of Ills defeat^ that a price had been set on hie 
head# he began to himself with the stubbornness of a man who 

can be saved only bgr an act of desperation* From that noaent on the 
crMBstorlas were in constant use and towns were burned* Bach side 
outdid the other in the perpetrating of horrors* this fact excuses 
neither Ultlsr nor his ialtators# but it explains the phase of 
*total means” in which the war bad entered* The certainty that she 
could have no other issue than that of total victory or of total 
defeat only Incrsesod and generalised her cruelties* !QjOse who re- 
fused to give Oemnny an bonormblo way out of the Impasee in which 
she bad entangled herself contributed equally to the preparation of 
the tragic hour which Burope experienced. From this point of view# 
the dsmand for unecodltlonal surrender made by the AUlas at Casa- 
blaxioa In January 19U3 had the same evil consequences for tbs future 
of Sorope as the misdeeds of Hitler* This declaration cost millions 
of human livesi It unnecessarily prolonged the war and prapaz^ed the 
way for the Bovlet invasion of Europe* It was an act which was notl- 
vated by vengeance and not by political reasons* 
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The dovnf&Il of the civilized vorld le the result of e con- 
flict of ideas between two garoupe of prandnoDt peoples* Ibe oatas- 
tropbe of World War IX uaa neither iimltable nor provokcKi bgr a con- 
trary fate« If it took place> it was because both sides vers lack- 
ing in clearsighted and courageous statessen vho would hatre directed 
European energlts toward a collaboration beneficial for ell poeplss* 
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aupr>Jt V 

THB TR>OtJ)Xl^ OF ItATIONALI^M 


Of all the nftUonalifft novenumta, faaciam and National 
SociallOB are the oiUy ones which w ere able to inpoae tbetr power 
coKplately. TbeQT are also the only oaea with whose Intij&ate pre* 
occupations^ with whose reasons for entering into the war^ and with 
whose past oonditlons and aims we are familiar* The other mownents 
did not reach the stage of contplete crystalll za tlon* Their ph/slog- 
noB^ aanlfastsd itself oecause of an external complex which is dif*- 
flcolt to understand and to grasp* At the yexy aonent when« upon 
■aklxig contact with realities | their content was to becona clear, a 
wave of SDBitlos stopped their developnont and forced them to retire 
from the scene of history* That part of their activity which 
reached us revealed only the pale reflection of an inner life much 
rioher in possibilities than they were vouchsafed to kxiow* 

•>lth the exceptioii of fascism and National Socialism^ the 
other nationalist noveasnts are characterised by a fragmentary and 
uncertain existence^ leaving behind the impression of soasthing In- 
sufficiectly developodj of a prematurely closed case* But this ill 
luck which fills their past is compensated by the advantage of the 
Anao valuaa which they still have at their disposal* An unachieved 
social phenCMDOo cannot be excluded from histoxy by force* It 
works within the consoiouaness of peoples till they are able to find 
new posslbiUtlea of expressing it* Ihls dose zwt naan that fascism 
and National Booialioa have boen exhausted of their means of rejuve- 
nation^ but merely that the other movementSf less coBsdttcd by their 
pastf are more acoessihls to reorientation* 
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The Obstacles and enmities vidch have not ceased to bar the 
xx>ute of the nationalist mcveaents grew Into a ballucinating cre- 
scendo, as IX mysterious forces Imd coalesced throughout the vorld 
to soother their vitality. Ihe conmunlats, the principal Dational- 
iat forcM, as veil as the democracies (in short, all the pouera), 
cboved the eaae hostility’ tovard the efforts for rebirth of the 
European peoples. 

Aa could be easily foreaeeni it vas ffcm the ccnmiQiata that 
the nationalists net vltb the greatest enmity. The sntagonlem 
between these two forces vas irreduclbXs. KevertheXoss , the casau* 
zilat groups in various countries constituted a restricted minority, 
so that the struggle vas waged under equal conditions and without 
either side having amy more support than that which could be obtained 
from Ite ovn ranks and from their fighting spirit* The result of the 
bettls depended solely on the strength manifested by each camp, for 
neither the one nor the other had at its coaraand the apparatus of 
statSf the fieiy power of which could have been used against the ad- 
veraazy* In those countries which were the theatre of nationalist 
tmgediesi •• Francaj Bngland, Holland, BolgluB, the Hordic coun-> 
tries, Poland, Cieehoslovskla, fhimania, Ibgoslavla, Hungary, Bul^tarit 
sad Qreeoe (^In does not enter In this categozy) the political 
power was In the hands of the dssioczetlc parties of the center or was 
held by sislXarly Inclined dictatorial powsrs, so that the "extremes" 
could confront each other only within the limits permitted by the 
situaUoa* 

The relation between the nationalist moments and the govom- 
mental parties of these countries was not so clear* Whereas the 
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h 08 ti?-ity between the conmuaiists and the nationallstG vas apparent 
in one place or another, it viould be an exaggemtion to speak of a 
declaration of war or* the part of the nationalists against the old 
parties* Their principal ale was that they theoselvos should sub- 
ctitute for the Ineptness of the donocratic forces in tbo struggle 
against bolsheTisn, to intorfero In a conflict which the old parties 
could not face vlth any real chance of winning* The nationalists 
did not count on effective support on the part of the bourgeoisie, 
but they hoped at least that it would retaain a fx'ioodly neutral, 
supposing, as it was natAiral to suppose, tJiat it was not indifferent 
to the issue of the strugglo against the coacmalsts* 

Tbe bourgsols-desaocratic parties gave no evidence of the saise 
foresight, cor of the same subtle Judgment* In their eyes, this 
policy was a much too dangerous game* long accustooed to succeeding 
each other In power, and exchanging services in a closed circle, 
these parties had acquired the mentality of privileged classes* They 
had, so to speak^ almost bestowed the realm of public affairs on them- 
selves and refused even to consider that anyone could accede to power 
without asking their consent* «then the nationalist movements first 
made their appearance, tbe bourgeois parties only saw In those new 
political formations unyial'*^X enemies* They did not see the objeo* 
tlve olemsnts which had given rise to them* According to the demo- 
crats, the danger lay on the right as well as on the left, and accor- 
ding to them, the fight against both sides should be waged with the 
sazDO stubbornness* The difference between the principles which ani- 
mated the two forces, the fact that for the right, the nation was an 
act of faith, whereas for tho left it was only a class presumption 
which was destined to disappear from the popular conscience, hardly 
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movad tlie Leaders of tho boui'^eois parities, Tlxse oar ties did not 
attempt to understand which of these t^;o rivals was the one which 
really threatened the foundations of cccioty, and which one roaponded 
to tlie new social necessities. Ihey outlawed all political groups, 
for, as they had won the conficonce of the people, they had become 
dangerous. For the bourgeois parties to include both nationalists 
and comupdsts in the game Tiated group and to consider them as equally 
undesirable, it was sufficient for then to note that their influence 
on the voting oiaseee had diminished. Xhe satisfaction of the bouiv 
geols pertisa was at its height whenever the "similarity" of tbs two 
extremist paxalas would be pro*^* In order to plant this evldanoe 
in the of the people, these parties vHTuUy streseod the less 

significant factors, as, for example, a certain sAanarity of polit- 
ical teeimlque, purposely avoiding to aantlon the profound differences 
which separated the national lets from the coonunists* 

This notion, of vdilch the ulterior motive Is too transparent 
for one not to bo able to recognixe its origin end intentions, urged 
the leaders of the bourgeois parties to play an even more dangerous 
game# Since the bourgeois parties made no distinction between the^ 
adversaries, and any political rnvement which did mt accept their 
leadership must be annihllatoi — the nationalists being the ones who 
progressed the most rapidly — it was the nationalists and not the 
communists who constituted tlic principal danger for Europe. The com- 
munists undoubtedly romained a disquieting element, but their actlY- 
Ity was not euch a threat to the bourgeois parties, held as they were 
at the periphery cf society. Incapable ^ because of their hybrid 
doctrine — of assembling the votes of the majority. It is the belief 
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of the govenuaental parties that Lho people react La an altogether 
different caamier toward oationalists. 'fboy appear to be vested with 
the prestige of the uationi and Uj6/ appeal to that layer of prloaxy 
anargy belonging to the group vhlcb> once in action, tlireatenc to 
utn over the whole natio^^ organism. It is true tliat the national* 
let forces also counteract the violence oi the cosnunist agitations, 
but, owing to their very existence, they also take away aooe of the 
votes idileh otharvlse would go to the other parties or groups* The 
nationalist forces raf^sb the political atiaosphere and contribute 
to the redress of the public opinioni the means of propaganda of the 
othsr parties proves Ineffective against their action* 

Before the deoade which preceded World War H, and particu- 
larly after Eltlar cane to power in Cereai^, the attention of the 
deBOcraclas vas directed to the right* They feverishly searched for 
a Mans of arresting the growth of tbs nationalist Movnonts* 

aanctiopa were still takao against the coBwanlsts during 
that period, they were in general nore aoderatei they were inflicted 
without convlotloii, and often served to hide blows which were dealt 
to the nationalist noveaants* 

Xa order to push back the assault of the nationalist parties 
the liberal doeocrats were forced to abandon their usual ayotoa of 
ooehat* It Is evident that bad they not changed their systesi, they 
would surely have been defeated ty the nationalists* The bourgeois 
pertiee praised desocracy as long as the popular nasses tended to 
fairor ths« and ea^ntain then in power* ke long as tbsy did not have 
any serious eoopetltors and tbetf mere sure of parllaaentaiy support, 
ths voice of the people and the voice of Ood were one* As eeon as 
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Thfljr anjaliaod that the people were pro^ressine — since other for- 
aulas and other nexi could better serve their aspirations the 
enthusiasm of the democratic leaders for election arithmetic suddenl^T 
disappeared* So long as Uils arithmetic had confirmed tbelr viahee 
It vas considered faultless* as soon as theiy felt that their 

ovn political existence was threatened^ they did not hesitate to en- 
gage in open battle with what they called denogogic agitation* 

Ihe bourgeois and democratic pai'ties declared "ve are deooo* 
racy**f and thanks to that inadmissible substitution of texios (the 
permanent ptrlocipls of democracy and the ephemeral existence of the 
parties) conslderad tbemselvss as absolved from all Ideological 
eeruplea* It was thus that the occasional pleadings of a few parties 
who wre in ruU retreat on the electoral front became « with tisM^ 
the handbook of internal policy of most European states* ”Tha new 
spirit" of the democracies led to the conclusion that in defending 
thsBselvae the democracies could have recourse to all sorts of means » 
even if these means were contrary to their intimate stxmcture and 
dlsqaalified then* The dentocraciss did not have to rack their brains 
to come by those ams^ since they could easily be obtained from the 
arsenal of the modem dictatorships and from the totalitarian regimes* 
*iha democratic leaders tried the l>t of themi at first with timidity, 
later with boldness* They then dlscoycred* and not without interestj 
that dictatorship was not so hateful when practiced to their advaxw 
tags* The same parties which had always raised their voices ubsn 
they believed that the state was attacking the rights of the individ* 
ual nov spoke forth in authoritarian language^ advising tbs goveim^ 
asnts to suppress with energy the "subversive" and "anarchical* 
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curronts. Ae the constitutloiial i;uarantcea did not eeeni to be suf- 
ficient for the protection of the dwiocratlc rec,iiae, Uie leaders of 
the parties ajnpllfied than with a new system of special lavs^ and 
^eu they realined that the wave of na^ionaliism could clrcisnvent 
tbase laws they went even further. They suppressed the oppositionj 
8«v to it that the political {proupe which amoyed or hindered 
than voiild be dissolved aui terrorised the population which refused 
to submit Itself to ohelr leadership. Events occurred In much the 
asme nay as ifj In the course of a dusl with swoitl^ one of the ad** 
versazieSf realising that his opponent was more skilful than he was, 
threw his sword away to take up a pistol. 

It is neceeeary to add that these observations particularly 
concern ths damocrocies of Eastern Europe, In the western countrlssi 
the nationalist aovoaents have certainly met with many obs t a cl es > 
but the peroecutions dij.ected against tliem never reached the point 
where they ooull be called atrocities. In those countries the deno** 
cratic regimes been installed only after lengthy eocial debetest 
after an Intense porocees of clarifying Uie coosclousnese, ihe 
respeot for civil liberties was not a vain formula but an aasimllated 
ooxwsept* the political frame of these states^ in spite of all their 
aversion for the nationalist novenents^ could not completely ignore 
the spirit of legality of public life* That is why their measures of 
repression hmd to respect legal oider^ at least on the surface^ and 
avoid entering into open conflict with the law. 

The situation was entirely different In the countriss of has*- 
tern Europe* Dmeocracy In thooe oountrios did not develop orga nic al » 
lyi it diii not arise from profoxind and lasting causes. It was 


- 78 - 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


aypcrijnposed on social states and on mores which were entirely dif- 
ferent froa those which bad giren birth to democracy in the "Wfest. 
DeiBOcracy presented itself as a new fashion to those peoples who 
fouxid themselres forced to take a leap from the structure of the 
past to an unknown rhy^tha of life. Fron this difference In fom and 
background there arose a diaXigured democracy which had nothing but 
the ln oomskon with veetem democracy* To outward appearances 

nothing distlngulahed then: the same constitution and the sasm sep*- 

armtion of powers) but all contacts with real political life rapidly 
proved that the latter conducted its actlTity with a disragard for 
the arrangements provided for in the constitution* 

fte eastern democracies were characterised by a disproportion- 
ate influence of the executive factor in the organisation of the 
stats. The governments were not formed according to the directions 
of the electoral body» nor according to the nusher of votes won by 
each political party, but with no regard for the zesults of the elso- 
tlona. Tbm prindpaT beneficiary of the succession was datemlntd 
behind the presidential scenes or in the palaces* Ihe psrty which 
bad thus been authorised to serve aa the instrument of government 
then mobilised all the nsans of pressure and of atate persuaaiaOf 
police, guards and secret funds, to obtain the consent of the people 
by force. Tim rights of the people had not received any apparent 
injury, but the judicial end administrative organs took it upon them- 
selves to interpret the expression of its will according to the eXeo- 
toral needs of the government. Thus can be explained these suddsn 
and abnoxmal changes of opinion, this inconsistency of the electorate 
in the eastern democracies. A party which, while it was still opposed 
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and had only a small number cf votes tn Its support, multiplied those 
votes in an unexplainable way once in power. 

In Eastern Europe, the principles of democracy, univerBal suf- 
frage^ freedom of election, and the parliamentary aspect of govern- 
Bsnt merely served as caaouflage for oligarchic dlctatorahlpa. Ibeee 
principles were never any more than mere formal concessions which the 
ruling classes granted to the victorious spirit of the tine. Let us 
notf therefore^ be aurprised If in Eastern Europe the persecutions of 
the nstlonallsts reached the last degree of violence and savagery* 
What scmpLss could have checked the rulers of those countries, since 
on occasions of less iaportance they had shown none? 

Seeing that the means of legal oppression were Inefficient, 
the psendodemocracles did not hesitate to reject the last vestige of 
Isgalitgr and to ad^t the drtas and insignia of a dicta torsblp. 

When the ollgarofalc class In the East proceeds to Install an author- 
itarian regims. It does not for that reason experience an Inner con- 
flict with Its own coavlctlons| it finds itself In its natural ele- 
ment, and concludes by owning fay its true nans of dictatorehlp that 
wbldi It bad axercieed under the nasrn of democracy* 


The var placed the nationalist movsnente in an even more un- 
pleasant situation* On one side, these movements were not integrated 
with goverSBSsntal affairs and were not the decisive factors in the 
destiny of their countryi on the other hand, interna tional eventa 
forced then to declare themselves In favor of one or the other of the 
combatants • The nationalist movements have bad to suffer the conee- 
quenoes of war without having been parties to its declaration, and 
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without having In any way detenoined its character. 

After the war, the allied govenuaente, motivated by a spirit 
of vengeance rather than by the dcadre to obtain a clear view of 
what had really happened in f urope, found It quite natural to claaclfy 
as "ooUaboratlonaiBta^ all the nationalist noveuents tdilch had 
attached theaaelves to the Axis powers* According to them, this for- 
mula should have acquired the stature of an undeniable sentence of 
history and was to become a sort of sUgma which would have disqual- 
ified the nationalist noveToents forever* Vhoever had taken sides 
with Qemany automatically became collaborationists in the eyes of 
the allias. 

Even had certain partlsaiis dishonored nationalism by their 
stand during the trar, all nationalist movements should not therefor 
be considered as extensions of Genoan lsg)erialisa« Each nationalist 
norement haa bad its Internal drama, and those who collaborated with 
the Axis powera had to face tremendoos difficulties* The very fact 
that these novoments remained on the side of Oexvany till the end is 
a dedaive indication — a real paradox, it seems ^ of the nobility 
of the ideals which anl« ted the»| it constitutes the beat answer to 
the iprave Insulta which were heaped upon them* 

Ibe scope of this analysis does not allow f or a detailed ex- 
amination of the particxilar reactions of each nationalist movement 
during the var| nevertheless, we will tzy to group them according to 
a few typical manifestations* Ibe nationalist movements truly found 
thenaelves faced with special problems and their attitude varied. 
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dependinc on whether they belonged to states \iho were in conflict 
with the Axla or states which were friends and allies with the Axis, 
which 

Ihe sv) voaenta/f onoe d part of the Axis theatre of operations 
were coni routed with the greatest difficulties and passed through 
the n»6t crucial aonenta* Let us try to Iniagine the state of mlod 
of the nationalist figlitare of CsechoaloTaklai Pslaxidf lugoslavlaj 
Greece « France, UoUandi Bclgitaij Oenaark at the time of the Genaan 
iji?asion| the 9xwy idilch vas called upon to direct the militaiy 
efforts of Sorope and concentrate them against Soviet Husslsj^ humil- 
iated tbsir nations and shed the blood of their compatriots* A 
heart-rending conflict was place between the r ealitgr of the 

war axxl the lofty aspirations which had given birth to those oovementa 
The nationallsta^ enveloped in the hatred and contempt of their com«- 
patriotSf had even more difficulty in enduring the noral torture* 
Because* for the nan In the street* the nationalists were merely trai- 
tors and the miserable inatruments of the enuy* 

If the nationalist nDvements of the countries occtqpled by 
Italy and Oeraahy had had to ohoose betifoen the Axis powers and wes- 
tern damooraclaa* we do not for a moment doubt that they muld baie 
foUoved the deoislona made by their respectiw go^xtimente* But 
World War XI represemted something altogether different Aron the l^lh* 
18 war* an entirely different group of forces* In rsality* three 
opponente were facing each other* two of which had allied thasuselves 
together temporarily to eliminate from the theatre of operatioQB the 
one %fho* in their opinions* was the moat dangerous* Ihe nationalists 
ws^ not In revolt against their country* they bad not been fasci- 
nated by the colossal force of Oemai^'* but they had drawn back in 
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horror at the bolfibevlk-doaocratic coalition* To them, this fact 
eeeoksd so absurd, eo lacking in sjiy kind oi perspective, that b^ 
having nothing to do with tho Axis powers, they iiad tie impression 
that they would be untrue to their conscience. 

The natlonaliet movcsients had suffered a cruel dlelXlusion- 
aent at the tiae when the Sovlet^eman non-aggrosslon pact was in 
effect and they were very much relieved when that sad interlude ended* 
How then could they have accepted an alliance with the bolsheviks 
end hel|)ed them to Invade tho continent? What would have become of 
Europe if, at the dawn of her history, the irresistible advance of the 
Huns had not been stopped on the Catalan front by the coalition of 
the West* If the Oemanlc and Roman peoples bad not, at that decisive 
■ornent, foxigotten their family quarrels so as to defend their ethnic 
substance and their spirituality in one coomon agreeaent? 

These are questions, whose tro^iblesone analogy with prseeot* 
day events clearly shows us the answer* The nationalist fighters 
did not see any honorablB issue In the predicament into which the war 
had throim tbsm unleas they flxuly continued the struggle against the 
CoBBniQlste* They preferred the thankless ooXlabora tdon with Germax^r 
to the sad prlTUege of vlotosy on the side of Soviet Russia* The 
survivors of these sacrificed units cannot restrain their joy when 
they see that today the whole of humanity adopts the attitude which 
thiy held in the pest* 

Let us pay a token of r&spect to the nationalist aoveaenta of 
the West, who, although they did not belong to those countries which 
were directly threatened by bolsbevlsa, who, although they bad not 
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eoon the deathdealing affect of tliat clckneas of Uie human spirit at 
close rangOf reoiaiDed faithful to their ideal* The fact that they 
vara situated quite far from the danger mi^t have made them more or 
loss conscious of the danger, more inclined toward making compiromiaes. 
The fact that they did not abandon their early convictions is better 
proof than any other argument that they were neither the product of 
atarlle imitation, nor the work of a fev ijiqsostors* Only novenents 
which arose from a poverful source of truth could resist the unfavor- 
abls concurrence of the war without renouncing the principles upon 
vbleh tbsir azleteoce was based* 

Tbs cOMbatonts sent ly the nationalist movements of France, 
Belgium, Holland, and Denaark dsseirve to be bailed with enthusiasm* 

In the bravexy and enthusiasm of which they gave proof, we recognise 
the Incanmtloii of the spirit which once asserted Itself on the 
Catalan fronte, which emerged victorious at Tours and Poitiers, which 
gave birth to tbs great novenent of the Crusades and roaoved the 
blockade from the walls of Vienna, when that city was besieged by the 
infidels* It la this same spirit of sacrifice and devotion toward 
the eternal truths which buoanltgr must find again in. order to dafeat 
arkl push back the namelsss hordes of she Orient* 

In the countries which wsre allied with the Axist Bulgaria, 
Ruaanim, and Hungaxy, the nationalists at least did not have to 
suffer from being in conflict with the people* But as regards their 
poseibilitles of action within the framework of the staue, their 
eituatlnn was more precarious and store unfortunate than that cf the 
Vi^tem moYsmente* The government b which had concluded agreements 
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witli the Axis powers were cociposou of the vci'y sane politicians who 
had suppressed Isgtil existenco oi 'Jio tiatioimlists, wiio had thro%m 
them into prison or interned them in caaps* These persecutions did 
not stop when these countries aXfillated thsnselves with the 
powers* Not onl^ vei^ the nationalist movements not Invited to share 
in the rasponslbllitles of the state after all^ their views were 
triunphlng in the foreign polic7 of their countries ^ but the gov^ 
•mment circles dlaple/ed so much injustice and hatred toward tbem> 
that the/ even got Geman/ itself to sacrifice the natlonallat aov^ 
aente* Ttie amdet/ of the governments was not caused by the risks 
which w>uld be tnvDlved in the new foreign allgznente# but etanoted 
fren fear that the nationalist groupe ai^t come to power b/ profil- 
ing from the new relations of force between the groat powers* the new 
Europe^ for whee a soke the nationaliata had made imwaniMi saorlficee^ 
brought neither J07 nor comfort to those oovementa* The same t/ranta 
eontizued to Ojpprees theai the eame sinister pared/ of legally was 
purauedf the same prison walls crushed the hopes of an entire genara* 
tlcn* 

There are certain nationalist aovements which cannot be olas* 
alfied in an/ of the above mentioned groups* Such are the groupe 
which consist of the Dstachl of Croatia^ and the Guards of 

Slovakia* Theae novneots belong to a baokiMu^ phase of the 
"national"* Ihe Croatiane and the Slovaki believe that che repreeent 
distinct ethnic and historical groups* The/ were not satisfied with 
the deoisions taken on their problem at the peace conference which 
followed World War I* The Ustachi and the Hllnka Guards represent 
that effervescence of national energy, that agitation which cones from 
the depths of a pe^le and is not appeased till It has achieved its 
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goal 01 ax\ independeat state, 'lYieac groups nark one oi tlia raoe t con- 
scious and most atable phase in the struggle for tLie political eman- 
cipation of the Croatlans and Slovaks, The aims of theae couatriea 
did not differ from those of so many other peoples which for centuilM 
or for dosens of years had gained their national unll^. 

Why should this natural aspiration be considered a wax-crime 
ty tha victorious Powers? Is the fact that the OenuLns aikl Italians 
helped these peoples achieve their national ideal sufficient reason 
to decide on their orlne? In their thirst for independence! peoplae 
do noV ask vbsre their aid is cooing froo* And besides! they have 
no choice* It nay be that histoiy will offer them only one opportu- 
nlty^ and they bive no right to refuse lt« We do not want to say 
that we have lasc> sympathy for the Csechs or for the Serbs. We are 
not pleading the cause of either one! and we are inspired by the 
sincere desire to see all those peoples find a way to lasting friend^ 
ship or good relaticns. But we rsject the concept of international 
lav which was Inaugurated by the Allies! according to which a national 
struggle is pond earned because it is led on the side of a groMp of 
peoples wbon the Allies hi^ipened to be at war with. If the Croatiacs 
and the Slovaks allied themaelvea with the Axis powers! it was beoauae 
those states were the only ones idu> faclUtatsd those Slavic pe^lea* 
political birth. The nationalist doctrine! strictly speaking! was 
not lacking in the ideology of the Ustachl and Guards! ^ 

noosssltlss of consolidating the two states surpassed It In inpor- 
tanoe. 

The Spanish Falango occupies a position different from those 
exposed above. Because it was situated outside of the war area! it 
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was influenced only superricially by the Axis powers. Its cxilliibora- 
tion with Germany axd Italy caii be reduced to an anticoramuaist stand 
^ of unofriclal character In the war* The Falangc could riot oe{;lect a 

duty which did not go beyond political frontiera, or fail a matter 
of honor which involved an uzxlerstanding ox the future. It sent ite 
'Volunteers to the Rusalan front, but at the same time, fulfilled the 
requlrenents of a neutral policy. After the enomous loaees in man 
axkl aaterialB which occurred during die three years of civil war, 
the countiy jMedod a rest. This was a new internal shock. The vtr* 
tuea required by the circiB&stazxcea prudence, wiedos, dLsclpUnoi 
unity with the eupreoe head of the state were the only gxiarantee 
of Inner reconstruction. He Falange understood this and gave up its 
role with profound self-sacrifice. The maintenance of the state, of 
lie independence, of distinctive Spanish pride was decisive fac- 
tor in all of its actions* 

The considerate attitude displayed by the Falsnge toward the 
political exigencies was not without consequences as regards its 
creative potential. All prolonged political concession, even if made 
with the best of inteziblons, entails a loss of one’s own substance* 

The present-day olrcunstancee, the abyss which separates the East 
from the West, the gigantic coocentr^^. 'orces on t'^th sides of 

the Iron Curtain came to the support of the restoration of the 
Falange. These particular clrcuastances might someday again be of 
help when the Spanish State, liberated from its external problems, 
will probably take the road leading to reforms in its organization. 

The Falangist noveiaent is indispensable to the rebirth eoad to con- 
solidation of Spain. If pressure from outside should succeed in 
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ronovin^ it, 'i the work oi internal appeasomeiit would be threabaned, 
and Spanish Idstoiy would onca taken 02^ tho aspect ol pen»anent 

civil war, as was the case durta;^ the last century. 


AT ter so much siLfrerin., the Calvary of the Datlonallst nove* 
nants Is not over. Alter having suffered from the continuous attacks 
of the bourgeols^daotocratlc parties, ai2d after having floundered **oa 
the borders of despair” at the beginning of the war, they were not 
even spared by their own companions. When they presented Uieoiselvea 
b^ore the principal nationalist powers, with their past, tJbelr 
strugglssf their Injuries, and the responsibilities which they had 
coanltted thenselves to take for the future, they were treated like 
poor relatlvea at the door of a supq^tuous palace* The nationalist 
BDvenenta bad detached thanselvee from a world well-known for its 
eterlle cuetoasi axid they waited, their hearts filled with hope. Tor 
the wrld which would enter hlstoxy proudly, ijzuiginlng it more Just 
and acre aware of tbs beauties of the spirit* But, instead of a 
serene affable hunax^ty, the nationalist novoaents mat only with 
a darkened alor^ with t: sane old atoospbere which had been vitiated 

by national egotisns* 

During tiie last docade of its existence, fascist Italy escaped 
Iron its obligations to the nationalist world| Qexnany, on the oonp- 
trary, asserted its presence in evexy place that the nat i o n a l ists 
took action* But, its ulterior being lhat of securing sonethlr 
for itself at the eo^exxse of others, it falsified the ooxxcept of the 
Mew Europe, %fishlx2g it to be particularly paxxgeraanic, trying to 
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exploit the spirit oT sacrifice oi the nationalist ino 'cements in 
order to fulfill its imperialistic aims. Norms, servitude, paths 
whi^ did not agree with their internal hiimony and in no way eerved 
the connx>n cause were imposed on ihe nationalist laovenents. All this 
"SSiaatlon" of the nationalist groups in France, Belgium, Holland, 
Denmark, the Ukraine was a most poorly inspired move, a reversal 
of thB natural vital force, and it diminished the fighting spirit of 
these groups and separated them from the people* The beauty and 
vigor of the nationalist novenents consists, strictly speaking. In 
their distinctive tendenciesj their particular type of manifestations, 
those through the talents and virtues of each nation assert 

themselves* A universe composed of a bonogeneous mass of Indivi duals 
vpuld lose its creative posaibilitlss, oven if the qualities of 
the individuals compxiaing theee masses would, when taken separately, 
surpass human capabilities* For, It is tlrough a variety of feelings 
of motivation and through personal coxicepts that people Influence 
another* Such a univerae would bo consumed by its own .:onotony, 
by the exhaustion of the urge which drives people to seek to under- 
stand the unloxmn, by the extraae stereotyping of its resources* 

m our eyes, this triptych of the nationalist sufferings con* 
stitotes three ordsels, throe acts of purification* If these move- 
msxxts bad bad an easy time of it, moat assuredly the disainess caused 
by suoosse would quickly have dulled their Internal ore tivlty* But 
having thus been attacked from all sides innumerable times, they were 
forced to maks occasional revisions, to face certain problems, to 
doubtful questions, and make many experiments* The energy 
vhlch they were unable to direct toward external problnas they 
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dlr»et«d «t Internal probl£m8| thus enriching their concept of UTe. 
We beliere that the nationalist Bovenents have not yet had their 
last say in history. A day vill cone vhen the vhoXe of htunanl^ vlll 
rensnber their tragic experience. 
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CHA?TER VI 

THE FREKISES OF A VALID HISTORI 
What poasibllltlea actually lie open to the oationaliat jhoto- 

nsnts? 


The nadera^ and especially the ’^rriends’^^ will hasten to sayi 
the return to the past, to the ingenious form of the nationalist 
phenonenon., ao as to go back to the vexy source of a process vhioh 
M ill developed* It is natural to think of this solution iAiQ8«> 
ddjitely for It is a loglosl oontinuatlon of what w have shown* 

Still, It would not be entirely correct to adopt it without reeerves* 
The course of history cannot be turned back* A film which has 
failed ehile being shown on the scresn has failed forever, and 
cannot be repeated as a laboratory experiment;' can* It ie to be 
hoped that in the midst of the present upheaval we can go back to 
the vezy sources of Hationslism, but solely for the purpose of 
asoertaiiting tdiere it erred* 

Once the true path has been chosen, it would be irritating 
and useless to persist in considering the past, and to attesopt to 
rrvlve Xationelism, as if nothing had occurred since that tine* 
KatlonelisA gave birth to a certain of mentality* It molded 
the thoughts of a few generatlooe* Therefore, the hopes of those 
would like to see it sink into oblivion are vain* ftit equallgr 
vain are the desires of those who refuse to consider that its ex- 
periment failed, and would like to aee Nationalism achieve a new 
world by itself* Twenty years of disappointnentii, of fslse his- 
torloal orientation seriously crippled the oonfidence one could 
have in Naulonalisra* This confidence can be restored only if 
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Nationaltun collaborates with other political forces and with 
other currents of ideas. 

It itay be that the nationalists will not welcom this Tiev 
with fayor* One nay ask bov a copipronlsa can help? The raoat it 
can do la altar the nature ot the phenonanon. Wa nniat admit that 
theaa apprahenalons are Xagitimata^ but we beliava that we can 
i ^i no v a them by outlining the conditions of the aaaoclation that 
we are planning. let us hasten to say that we do not mean to 
*caye" Nationalism by associating it with "unreal" circumstances 
which might be a handicap to its fundamental structure. Tba for* 
aula wa axe thinking about would ba a synthesis of tha 

Europaan aplrlti a saXeotion of the experlancaa obtained by all 
the peoplaa of our continent. Two thousand years of European 
history allow us to have a certain perspeotive of the past and 
to undsretand Its strong points « its basasi and Ita valid praodsaa. 

^jr proceeding to this great analysis of the European aplrlt of tha 
past wa see that there are three factors of vital importance to tha 
destiny of our dvilisatloni Christianity^ Danooracy^ and Hatlonalisnu 

From \diatever aspect we attempt to azsaine tha problem we 
always find the sane elements. If wa refer to hiatorloal events, 
wa note with idut extraordinary force these three feotora inpoaad 
tbamsalves upon the Ufa of tha European peoples, one or another of 
the three dominating their entire devalopnent at some time* There 
was a period in which Christianity was tba datamining factor, 
another, ^d)en the problems of individual liberties won first place 
over all other Inoantives for social organization. Finally, in our 
period, we see that liletlo nail sn surpasses the two other feotore in 
intareat. Each one of these European archtypee, acting alone. 
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asserted itself too vlgorouely as Lf only it encorapaaeed every 
aspect of Life, But it is Just these excesses which show how 
profound was the source from which they steisrasd^ and what true 
naeds they fulfilled. 

If ym consider nan with his need for e eplritual life 
the results ere no different. Chris tlezxity, Katlcnalisa^ snd 
Denocrecy exhaust the whole scale of hunan liberties and de- 
liver the Individual fx^m every poeslhle and conceivable type 
of sXaveiy* Only their fusion^ their siaulteneous action can 
raise aan to the level of hunan being. Sach one of these con- 
eepts Launched a spiritual rsvoliition^ liberated the individual 
froH a series of ten^rary situations which prevented the free 
developnant of hie creatS.ve facilities. Chrletiexdty freed men 
inwardlj fron yoke of sin. Detaocracy eaanolpated hie ou^ 
wardly froe the Leadership of certain social clasees. The 
nlsaion of KationaLlsn was to save bin from the tyranny of 
oational pride. 

If m now consider the logloeX relationship of thsae 
three oonc#pts« wa see bow coaq^tlataly in aooord they are. It 
is not foolish to attempt to consider these three concepts to- 
gether | it is the only way of understanding them clearly. Con- 
aldered in tbeir purest foxns, Christianity, Katlonallsw, and 
Daiaoeracy have the affects of magnets on ons another. They 
presuppose and support sach other mutually. What is ssssntlal 
in this coiqiarlsoa is not to draw conclusions from what has bean 
only superflaially dateradnsd, from a subject which was not 
studied sufficiently. 

1st us first avsfldne the relationship between Democracy 
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and ?<ationali»m, wrdch for rT£u^ years were presented as excluding 
each others A Rumanian nationalist writer, Aurel C, Popovici, eren 
wrote a book to prove it. The bcx>k appeared at the beginning of the 
centuT7 and vae entitled Democratic on ?Tatiomllwne (Democracy Or 
NationaliBn) « The system of democratic govexnnent ia a Boclal in* 
▼entlon, a product of the human geniua, a set of rules for group 
organisation* Nationalism, on the other hand, is not a technique 
oor a crea^n of the intellact. It is a reality. The people’s 
■plrltuaX Btata gradually penetrates their consciousness, De«- 
BDoraoy is a means of expressing this invisible reality* Democracy 
registers and brings forth what ia taking place in the depths of a 
peoplsih* soulf the variations of its consciousness, its magnitude 
and its diverse aspect* Universal suffrage, parliament, and the 
lav are naans of e^resslne national consciousness, that Is, if 

'1 

nothing happens to oppose their nortnal functioning. When the 
attltudee of a people change and when their new aine no longer 
agzve with the preeent Institutlonsi Denooracy allows them to 
exproes themselves* Dissatisfaction is xx>t btr>oded over In 
secret hut is expressed freely* If nationalism did not support 
Democracy, ^diat would be the sense of havljig election bellote? 

What mould be the use of having elections? Would it he to ex- 
press the vague and abstract will of the people? This vlXl be- 
comes intelligibls only whan it has hearing on a certain country 
and a cejrtaln people* There is French puolio opinion, British 
public oplztion, Italian public opinion; each ons corresponds to 
so ashT particular attitudes* There are as naity ways of solving 
the political problem as there are peoples* Public opinion means 
that Hationallsm la related to something real, to an immediate in- 
terest of the national group* It is in perpetual upheaval. In 
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continuous traoBfonuation, because the questions vdiich it challengea 
change coaatantX/. However, the attentive observer iflll not fail to 
realize that the reactions of public opinion are not the xeaulta of 
chance, but follow a line of their own, and this line expresses the 
things which ajne peroAZMnt in a nation* 

Political parties often forget that t!ieir relationships to the 
nation la one of dependence* Instead, they interpose thereselves 
li ke a wall between the nation's creative forces and their own 
aanner of expression* Instead of lending an attentive ear to the 
Inner voice of the nation, the parties tend to set thaaselves 
apart, to subetltute tt^nselves for the nation as independent 
realities* They tezKi to mmmmmKi the role of InterMdlary oi>. 
ganlsae, whose purpose la to gather tie oaqy individual opinions 
and reduce then to their several fundanental types* Instead, they 
tend to take on a life of their own, by weakening the reflaxsa of 
the national ccnaciousness and falsifying the historical neaning 
of these nanifestatlons* 

The third factor In this poUtlcaX-histozlcal synthesis 
of toraorrow — Christianity transfoms these values and projeots 
then into the world of eternal truths* As we have already Indicated 
in the chapter devoted to the nationalist phenomenon, in order to go 
beyond the 'national" phase, the period of external upheavals, and 
enter into the phase of "Hationallsn", knowledge of one's aelf, 
the peoples Must lose all their pride and accept the Christian 
truths* Without Chrlatlanity there can be no Katlonslisa* And, 
according to the writings of Montesquieu, thera can be no affec- 
tive Denooraoy without Kationallea* 
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In 8t«tin^ these theses, wo do not sffina thet they can 
conw Into being alone* ve are only sajdng that the true needa of 
the people direct the course of history in that direction. Pbt 
as an inevitable neve/nent, or s course of events which cannot be 
reairted and in ttfilch we do not believe, but as a cxvative syeten 
of Suropean civilisation which arose from the historical unreet 
of two mlllenia. Under the protection of these three factors, one 
can face the future with confidanoe* AH the streteslo elemanta 
are united togeth&r so that the reaulta nay not be deceptive. 
Hatioomllm, Demscrecy and Christianity represent the pretdsee 
of a valid hittoiT’. But the force* which ehepe them Into ac« 
tnalltles, whioh bring them into the world arise from the Iniier 
life of aan from the energiee of his soul. Ihe oolleotive systen 
la the result of idlllons of indlvldiial activities* The histories 
of peoples can be narked at certain times by certain trends* 

These trends will not be able to cause defeat by thaaselvss, tut 
wBii only be promoted by the energy of the IndlTlduals* It Is 
not enough to note that a phenonenoa has come Into being, or that 
It Is evolving, in order to assure its success* It must be ob- 
served constantly and followed every mcnient. Tne trends of a 
period represent somsthlng formless, which can either take on an 
adequate historical form, or be diverted and employed for other 
less Isgitlnate purposes. The aspiration to emancipate the 
popular nasaes, for exaoyle. Is a characteristic trend of our 
century* But from the same type of social natter one can build 
SoclalisD, SyndicaliBra, ConnunlKB, Christian Democracy* this 
means that the result varies according to the amount of energy 
expended for each political Ideal* 
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The tiwe has come when hisooiy must te freed from uiioer^ 
taint ies AJid incoherencee and directed toward prospective eivdfl. 
Hlatoiy consists not only of what was, but of what will be* She 
registers the deeds of the peoples, but she anticipates them al»o, 
in the sense of a continued creation, a ciaily struggle, so as to 
Inpreee valid directives upon them. 


The Binds which have been educated to see things in a prac- 
tical MQT will not allow tbaaselves to be easily convinced fay our 
analysis, ConslderatioDS of a historical, psychologloal, logical 
or ■etaphysioal nature can vexy well allow us to admit the value 
of the Batlonall8Bi«Oeaooracy*Ohnatianlty group of factors, but, 
they will say, we are living in a certain period which has its 
needs and its conerste preoccupations. Of idiat use would this 
group of factors be in the actual crisis? 

In what follows, we shall attenpt to detaonstrate that the 
three elsnents which constitute European civilization are able to 
unite with one another when events denand an inaedlate solution, 

Ibday humanity Is divided .nto tvo car^t East and Vest, 
Connunlara and Denocraoy, Actually, there Is no longer any 
possible interraediaxy solution for the two hostile blocs. 

Something disquieting is happening to denoeretlo prlnslples. 
They no longer have the same sucosss in the world conflict, they 
no longer move the consolouiness so as to incite It to make great 
decisions. The deoocratle fomila has become so inoffensive that 
the bolsheviks themselves have adopted it for tactical reasons. 
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calli.i*; or naj^iin;; tlie States vliich U\ey clordiuto -'viopular de- 
mocracies", or "progresniste". Such a clever u&y of juGg3*ine 
concepts to make them appear to be what they are not presupposes 
that tjie procedure waa facilitated in the nentallty of the western 
world through a change In political valiiLa, For no one would take 
the risk of borrowing his adversary’s taras of propaganda if that 
propaganda still had a definite power* The confusion beoones ad-» 
vantageous only when the spiritual debauchnent in the enei^y caap 
raaohea such a low point that tlie fundanantal political conoapta 
are confused and the aasses disoriented* The bolahcTika never 
dared to call thanselves fascists, but they deign to call then* 
salves danocrats, even though they hate Demcracy and wish to 
dastroy it* This signifies that the democratic vocabulary no 
longer has sufficient influence on man, that it has lost soaa of 
Its sffectivanaes and aome of its probatory force. For the aans 
reason, the Vestem Denocradea more voluntarily use expressions 
such as "antloonpiunlBn*' and **antlbolcbevlss'* rather than their 
own name to stress their attitude toward the Intematloiial red. 

In rsalityi a great Injustice la being conmltted against 
Danooraey. For it is only a taohnlqias, a neans for registering 
the opinion of the dtliens, and on that score, nothing could 
replace it. The warning of spiritual coiruptlon is thersfors 
not alnsd at Democracy. For deoDcracy, in itself, ie Intangible, 
precisely because It is not bound to any Ideological content. 

The warning concerns the bourgeois and capitalist society, which 
is associated with those principles of government. To fight for 
Denooracy does not signify fighting for the bom*geois Ideal In 
which the rights of the individual are not Identical with the 
abuses of capitalism. This preference for a negative tern on the 
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part of Jie .;eat indicates tne ideolo;;ical crises tliroug’i vriiicli 

e 

the Eui*opea;i peoples are paesinc. The bo ur^ is -capitalists sense 
oaljr too tlio eaptinoss in their souls. They know that they 

have nothing to oppose comarunism with, that tlie idea of un- 
limited ecoQoadc prosperity is over. Therefore lacking etching 
better, they define their attitude by a negation, by calling thea- 
Mlves ”anticooBauixlsts'*« Democracy is not the opposite of conrau* 
nlsn, for a technl(|it< cannot oppose an ideal* 

e. 

Confronted by this inner void in the bour^lsie, it Is 
nonael for to ask ourselves whether the fight which has been 
taken up can be waged in the notse of a negation. If by desperately 
persisting to keep a defensive position, the V/est is capable of 
facing the present difficulties • In order to answer this question, 
let ua turn our cyee toward Ue eneiny camp, observe his prepa- 
rations, study the forces whlcii airport the norale of the bolshevik 
soldier. 

The abnegation and the revolutionary energy of the coaununist 
fighter are known* After having niade an analysis of the evil in- 
tentions of that moverient, we can state that the partisans of 
cooBunlsm possess tne fervor of disciples* The Soviet Amy went 
through Its trial at Stalingrad. Cor^sed mostly of young men, 
who, since their earliest years, have been brou^t up In the cult 
of the proletarian oountzy. Its fighting spirit must be feared* 

The laLoenslty of Russia and of Siberia contains terrible seorate 
tdiich the allied staffs cannot even imagine, but the souls of the 
men who are atteiqpting to Invade Kurope contain even greeter sur- 
prises for theia* 
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V/Tirt spiritual bountcr-helance, what r^billzation of energy 
will the Suropean peoples use to oppose thao fornddabla reserves of 
hatred, .accumulated for dozens of years in the souls of Bsveral 
generations? The bourgeois idealj as it becare at the end of the 
nineteenth century, la static and anti-heroic. It cultivates ncinor 
virtues, and. If it takes interest in the fata of the State, it Is 
for the purpose of safe^-guarding individual interests. Will this 
Norld %rho86 sole Interest is the acquisition of naterlal wealth be 
able to renounce the satlafactlons of an easy existenoe, in order 
to throw itself in a war of apocalyptic proportions, a war whloh 
addresses nan as a sacred entity of history, which will require 
the total eaerlfloe of the Indirldual, the renouncenent of all 
Joys, which will require all the bravezy of the cltisan, all his 
ensrgy and all his disinterestedness? 

Those of our conten^jorarles who exhaust their energies in 
daily agitations can hardly perceive those warnings of destiny. 

And even when they aUov themselves to be moved, they pacify 
their anxiatlee by clinging to the idea of the technical su- 
periority of the West. Not only are these Speculations without basis j 
they also contain a certain nai*^ when one thinks of the humsn 
■asaee on the other side of the Iron Curtain who work day and night 
to produce the arms of daetructloa. 

The Hsrshall Flan Itself can be considered only os an ex- 
pedient. The aid of the tJulted States can delay the penetration 
of coninunisn into Waatem Europe, but It will not weaken It to the 
point of making it conq>Letely inoffensive. No one denies that 
cojwmxnlsra develops by predilection In ft social circle which finds 
itself in sdsery. It would be absurd, however, to count on a 
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solution rf tlie nroblon throMf.I: alleviation of this nlsery* 

/J*ter dozens of years of political education, the nentality of 
tne proletarian class has reached a point of atabilliation, 
a ci^’stalli zation indepen. ient of t)io material conditions of life. 
The material conditiona can inprovo to the point of boooitttng 
axoellantj but they uUl no longer modify the way of . the wozlcers' 
thinking. A powOrful oonauoiBt trend can be noted among the 
worloars who have a etandard of living which is equal or even 
superior to that of the petit bourgeois. For nan does not 
live by bread alone. Be also needs spiritual food. The 
prasent-day voxioer aepirss to more than Just having a better 
salary. Ha aspires to enjoy greater consideration, equality 
on the noral level, and he believes that this fulflUj^nt of an 
Intiaate oirder can be found In oowauzilsB. Comnunlsa speculates 
on eoelal misery, but It has surpassed the phase where we oould 
fight It exoluei vely on that ground. The nateriel prosperity 
whloh Aaerloa flashes before the eyes of Europe nay for e 
aonent delay the plans of the comBunlsts, but they win Inoe* 
d t ate l y resune the offensive et the first sign of econoalc da^ 
prissloa or hesitation. D? the Uestam powers confuse^ tho 
excellent effects of a blood transfusion adnlnlstersd bo a 
very sick patient with the definite recovery? 

Without questioning the lienense value of Aaerlean aid, 
it is still necessary to view it more cautiously in order not 
to fall. If the Harshall Plan grants a looitent of respite to 
Europe, It cannot restore its soul. If the efforts of the 
Marshall Plan are not ba in vain, we must begin by clarifying 
end fortlfjrlng the European soul. 
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Although the ideologioal nature of the actual tenaion be- 
tuaen tha East and the West is reco^zod, we still persist in 
carrying on the actual struggle on the basis of a daXenslva 
attitude. Co/oDtualaat is an active ldeolog7> a zwolutlonary 
doctrine^ and It Is In^oasible to fight against it^ unless one 
fights with a fores at Isast as powerful as theirs and as 
dstemined as thalrs. If we were to have a European plebiscite^ 
It le certain that the majority of the Inhabitants of our contl* 
oent would deeXare thsnaelTes against coosaunism, but^ we «aan 
b7 that a pasalTi antleonKunlsaj without internal adherenoes^ 
without the possibility of naldLng great decisions. When con* 
sidsrlng tbs Europesn youth of today and its srldsnt lack of 
spiritual preocoi^tlonsj ons cannot help but think of its 
obvious inferiority in relation to the fanatic and hardened 
ooBonaxlst youth* 

This is why the western Denocraciss, devoid of their old 
bourgeois and oapltali^ content oust appeal to a ooapeosating 
eleaant, to the experience and oonbat power of the oationaliet 
aoveaents* Coaounisitj a rsTOlutlon without a constructive 
idealf suit be attacked in the very abstirdlty of its d)Ctrlne« 

Tbs all. lanes of itationslisa and D«K>craoy^ as we have sl«- 
rsa<l^ shown Is indlnated by their slAllarlty of principles* 
This eocperation aetuslly has bscoae a naosssity at present* 

Mist should really create surprlee is the delay to which this 
sUianoe was subjected, end not the slllanoe itself* Only 
nlnds which are obsessed fay vengeance oppoee that act of 
European reooociliatlon* 
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After the conrnxirust aggreasion In Korea, the western world 
waa suddanl/ obaessed with a fever for rean^ianent* After toanj^ 
futile discussions and delays, the connuniat peril was finally 
z^cognlzed. Old alliances have been renewed and new ones are 
being concluded. Only one thing is not exaalned with euffloient 
attentloni the state of adnd of the peoples who are called upon 
to face bolshevisa« The European nations sire contaidnated with 
defeatism. One has the Iji^rsasioa that even the instinct of 
self •preservation does not function In a nomal way. Each 
European nation rsjeots the reaponsibility of an eventual war, 
tzying as much as possible to pass the reeponsibillty on to 
others. A victory without sacrifices, obtained ndraculoualy 
by a laat^-olnuta intervention, this is what Europe really hopes 
for. This state of mind is wldeapread. One night even say that 
ooamzxlsm. In itself. Is not so powerful, except for the enor- 
mous contingent idiich it causes those who refuse to face it with 
a tenacious and conscious resistance to prepare. The principal 
problem of western strategy does not consist of reaming Oemaxy, 
of including or not including Spain in western defense, es* 
tablishlng Frsnoe as the principal pivot of this defense, of 
Inoraasing or not Increasing the number of Italian dlviaions. All 
these projects are necessary. But if parallel to the efforts of 
raaraament, the spiritual energies of the European nations are 
not seised with vigorous action, the value of their military 
oomitnants runs the rlak of becoming moanlngless. Only solid 
cdtisena can form a solid anv* When the oilods of a people a re 
filled with doubt, it is logical that its arnies rsfleet the same 
state of nind. It would be of greater importance for the defense 
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of Europe to know If in Germajiy, in Franco, in Italy, in Denmark, 
In Belgium, etc., the public spirit ia coherent, A war oi the 
dinttnaiona which should be anticipated cannot be conducted by 
partial j only Uie bloc of th£ nation can face the encD\y, And it 
l8 an absurdity to oliminate the most vigorous part of the nation 
from the fight, that part of the nation which because of Its ideal, 
finds itself the most coamitted in the struggle, that Is to say, 
the natlonsllsts. Ihe war against Russia — if it breaks out — 
vill not be a war of the capitalist type, but a "natlonallat" war* 

We know very well those to wliose interest it Is to maintain 
an atmosphere of eonity between Hationalism and Democracy* the 
bolsheyiks put the dark war menorles to a good use* Every in* 
dividual or political group which, guided by an enlightened 
patriotism, fights for the creation of a single front of the 
national forces, becomes automatioally in their eyes, a "fascist", 
or s "naai"« Each time that the peoples of the West attaint to 
recreate their national unity, which was gravely weakened by the 
war, the offlcee of the ^ojclnfons agitata the specter of ag* 
grealdve RationaUsm* And it should be said that they aregularly 
or usually aucoaad in troubling the international ataoaphere and 
preventing a return to a normal political life. The truth is 
that durini; the last tan years of the wet conditions changed so 
much that the greatest indxxstrlal power of the world can easily 
prevent the rearroaznent of countries who would cherish dreens of 
revenge, or of world hegemoi^* In case there are still some 
nationalists in Germany for it is that country which we are 
discussin primarily — preoccupied with resurrecting the Hitler 
regime, this regime would not be able to obtain any results. 
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If their intentions were ever achieved in the realm of active poli- 
tics, they would lead them nowhere; they would give the comnauiiste 
a pretext for agitation, and make the unification of turopean forces 
even more difficult. On tne level of objective truths this tendency 
wHl always be defeated. 

Even vsore datrijaeatsl than the direct propaganda of inter- 
national coosnunism, which, since it is known can be answered^ 15 
the infiltration of bolshevisii into the very ranks of the deraoorats. 

A tranendoufl bolshevik flfth-colurai uodemix»6 the position of the 
Vlaat. It constitutes a kind of underground extension of the Crenlln, 
and, acting in secret its plots are even more dangerous than the 
action of the politbureau. The bast proof of this ia the strange 
attitude which tiie western Democracies adopted during and after 
the ybrld Var H, the excessive prudence which they manifested 
in ell their contecte with the Soviets | the great oonoessions 
granted at Xeheran, at lalte, and at Potsdaffl] the trssson in- 
flicted on the former alllee t Eastern Xuxt^pe abandoned, china 
given up without mxsy fighting, a lack of systematic zeaction 
against the iyochronlaed pressure of the oommnnl rt parties of the 
whole world. 

The favorite thane of these invisible forces, whloh, so 
long as the wa^^wes launched sigainst the Axis powers, were of 
an eztreiae intransigence, is that a third World War would be 
•quianx annoying to the victors, for there would raaeln only a 
heap of ruins of all the things which huoan civilisation built 
in tne course of sdliions of years. But this concept is f^ 
from serving hunanltBrlan aims. Its primary aim is to prevent the 
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crystallization of a categorical anti Soviet Russian attitude in 
the western world* Kvery one agrei^s thst a third Vtorld War would 
be the worst of catastrophes* But who is responsible for this 
situation? In 19^5, the Allies still had the opportunity, with 
the aid of the leading national-socialist circles — and this 
would have besn the Isast of evils — to chase the Russians out 
of Eoxope by ordering the German Bxvjy to take the offensive* 

Oeraangr, weakened as she was, could no longer exist as a totalitarian 
poweri Soviet Russia would have ceased to exist. In 19h64^7, an 
energistio attitude on the paart of the United States would have 

suffioed to nakfl Russia see the light and retire its arod.es be hin d 

\ 

Its old frontiers* At that noasnt the atonic bomb inspired a 
ssored terror* Why %as the warning given by Churchill F\iltoD? 

Why was Russia granted the facilities of tinie and zneans for 
creating sn atonic iivhiBtxy? AzkI now, after all nsasurea of 
foresight have been systenatlcally neglected, it is proposed to 
the peoplee idio still enjoy a certain envlronnent of liberty 
that they abandon their future to nan without scruples idioae only 
alji is to see their depots filled with arms for launching the 
final aeeault* 

Does anyone believe Uiat by adjourning *'aine die" the 
unoertaintles of the laoment, the chances for a lasting peace are 
Increased? 

There are only tw> ways of avoiding the wart either Xjy 
adnlttlng the tieakness of the West by Baking one conoeeslon after 
the other to the Soviet Kolcch, or by waiting for Stalin*} return 
to Christian sentijaents* But in the case of this last alternative, 
we are confronting the realn of Diraclea, where Ood alone -laa give 
us an anoMr* 
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When ve affirmed that the actual conflict was primarily 
an ideological conflict, we neglected to state the txtatter in its 
entirety* A social controversy, a philosophical or literary dis- 
pute can alao becoioa ideological conflicts* The conflict Wiich 
today includes all the peoples of the glooe has a more profound 
naaoiog* It goes beyond the concrete history of roan and enters 
the realji of the religi.ous* Apart from the interests of the 
peoples, from the iiq)ending threat to their national liberties, 
this oooTLlct talces place on the level of aetaphsrsioal realities* 
The actual nature of the struggle is rather that of eettXing 
general controversies of all knom values, from tiie most aodast, 
from thoi(idiich are included in the dally life of the individual, 
to subllna and divine revelations* 

Comunlsm la not a phenoBtenon which can be e^lalned by 
the msthod of historical analogies* To coi^>are it to the appari- 
tion of Oenghis Khan or to other devastating iroperlallaas sheda 
ao ligiht <m the subject* These poi^arlsons are rather false sigzis 
ehloh are shown for the specific purpose of confusiag the spirit 
of the peoples* fiolshevisa is the la^rlalisa of negation, the 
iJ^pericliSB of derillsh forces idiioh assail the earth* Its 
triiug)h would signify the end of all the hopes for red6fig>tion 
which are known to history* The offensive of the East has as 
a goal the upxx>otsX of the human being from the protection of 
divine grace* 

Since the oonmuniets attack the bases of sodsty, and 

sinoe their war is aimed against Ood, the Vtost should oppose 

a 

then with an equal force* Political nen should hav^conplete 
picture of this universal conflict* it is important not to 
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forget thfit this ti.T)e the battle will be waged for the laat truths 
of the world, and that the strategic magnitude of the atruggla re-- 
quires the participation of Christianity. Democracy allied with 
Bationalisa represents an lAproBslve force, but one insuf clent 
to cover the entire length of the front, which exceeds the dl* 
■enjrlons of the earth and enconpasees the realms of the absolute* 

Christianity is a converging point for all htnan ideals « 

If, up to oov, nan weze sUowod to deny its blessings, end to 
oonsidsr it as s private sffslr, today, only the revolutlonazy 
foroM which it contains can still save us. Evil is establishing 
Itself with such Tahenenoe over the world, that only the sight 
of the flags of Christ can prevent the forces of darkness firm 
oonqoering the whole world. The victory of the West is uncertain, 

we do put into the fight all the reserves of energy which 
our inner spirit posseases. 

History is beginning to teles on eschatological appearances. 
1st only the earth but the heawHos too are preparing theaselves 
for the battle. 

From the Spanish battle front, where Ion Notes went to 
defend Ohrlat, he addressed this prayer to his oowpstrlotei 
*11iie hour Is a difficult one. It is our duty to deteralne, by 
the wey In idtloh we acoonpUah our tasks, whether the future 
0raeratlone ^ our children, our graod-ohildren, and our great 
graxidchildren — > will rejoice or weep on the day of the Birth of 
our Lord. 


*n>t us not allow thaa to lose the bless Inge which 
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th« Birth of the S*vior haa given# Lot us not leave then a oountrjr 
without churches I without religious pictures^ without the proteo* 
tlon of the hand of Ood« Let us not give our children a Ilfs 
without Christ (Ion founder of the Legionary Moveaent^ 

killsd during the Spanish olvH war while fighting against the 
coaBunlsts* (Bis tastanent}.) 


- 
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CHAPTER VII 

RATIONS OR SOCIAL MASSES? 

In hla book Denpcracy in Aaerlcaj the French writer Alexia 
de Tocquerlllej deciding to atudy the ceuaea o£ the danoaretic 
revolution, reeohed the conclueion that Den>cxmx7 not a tart 
with the Fxvnoh Revolution but that the origlne of the phc none non 
go beck Kueh farther, that they go back eTsn to the Middle Agee* 
Tlie Fx^nch Revolution, he aays, ie an lfq>ortant epieode, but 
neither the firat nor the laet« According to Tooquevllle, de* 
nocrac7 is oharaeterised by a joovemeat for equalization of the 
indivlduale within the fraae of the State, by a levelling of the 
social oaueee, and this advance on the part of history toward the 
oon-prirHaged elaaees, etai^d during the orueedae* After the 
french Revolution, this proceaa of political and aoctal level- 
Ing was pursued with even greater intensity. It extends in depth 
within the fraaeuoric of the nations where it caiao into being, but, 
at the Sana tiaM, it apreads by slowly but surely attracting Into 
its sphere of influence all the peoples of the world. It eoems 
that the eovenent for equalization la endowed with an Irreatlble 
force of propagation, for nothing can stop its course. 

Due to his profoundly religious spirit, he saw in this act 
of historloal levelling nore than Just an event of huasn dineo- 
sione, he oonsldered it a divine coionandment, an inspiration froa 
heaven showing the peoples the path which they should take, 

lbs historical synthesis of Tocquevllle has retained all of 
its in^rtance right up to our tljne. It is so exact, that it is 
no longer considered as mere speculation. Not only did this 
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iQOvesient* toward equalisation pursue its irresistible marcii since 
tha tine whan Tooqueviila formulated hio theory, but It is ap- 
proaohiiifi its saturation point. 

Ever 8 Inca Tocquavllle, this problem has not oaassd to 
preoccupy a great number of writers and thinkers. Auguste Comte, 
Bsgel and lAetssche fozmed the earlier group (to be interested in 
tkm problem. Ortega y Gasset, duxley, and Jaspers, among the 
aodsrztf, analysed the traiisforzutions vl\ich society underwent 
under the influence of the pleblan spirit, and have attracted 
the attention of the people as to the lack of equilibrium which 
a too sudden rise in the historical level of the people might 
ceuse. With thia difference, that now wo do not speak so much 
of the vast historical panorama of the phenoiaonoo idiich was so 
brilliantly presented by Tocqueville, but we study specifically 
its insdlate product, the social groups %diioh benefited from 
its dsTslopaent* It was then that the notion of the ^'msses'* 
was first used. In order to stress the oheraoter of invasion 
of the phenomenon, the sppeerance of the messes on the historical 
•cans. When Tocquavllle was writing the popular contingent was 
not so large* But with the edrant of the second half of the nlne« 
teenth century, tbs progress in technology and Industrialisation 
Inorsased the migration of masses from the country to the cities* 
Msn deserted the vUlagea by the hundreds in order to find work 
in the nev enterprises* Technology and capital eooelereted even 
more than the French Revolution the process of the equsllsetion of 
the social classes* The word •fuses" has still another meaning* 

The term is borrowed from the sciences of physios, where it refers 
to uniform behavior of matter, to the quantitative reaction of the 
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phenoniena of nature. The fact th£t this term is used in the socipl 
reAla indicates that there is an analogy of situation. The popu- 
lar masses present an ambiguous physio gnomy in much the seine way 
as the pi^yslcal masses do. The individuals which compose these 
oaases resemble each other eo much in thoughts j in attitudes. In 
tastes, and in pleasures, that they seen to be a repetition of the 
sane psychologicaX cliche r Each one presents an anonymous style of 
11/e, a rasntallty which does not belong to hln, but to the social 
group of which he Is part. 

The "multitudes'* which are dispersed In tlM villages and 
in the hasQjeta cannot be called masses. A peasant belongs to a 
well established social hierarchy. The world in which be lives is 
a smell universe, with its customs. Its traditions and Its speci- 
fic structure, and, in this reduced social cosmos, he represents 
something I a name, a destiny, a place. The society in which ha 
lives is interasted in him, and he, in his turn. Influences the 
existence of all. Transplanted to the city, this sane peasant 
loses hia social personality and bscones an anorphous toeing. 

It is therefore neoessary to differentiate between the population 
of a country, with traditions which have lasted for mlllenia, and 
the masses of a people, which came into being through the die- 
msabering and levelling of the former. From tlie soul of the In- 
dividual who was uprooted trosi his ancestral hone flows, little 
little, that substance which differentiates him from others. 

In turn, new influences, coming from a unifom society, also trans- 
form into uniform bein^;8 the persons upon which they exert their 
influence. 
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Tocqueville and above-rontioned thinkers do not \1a5te 
too much time in the realm of pure speculation* They also study 
the ea/oe proalem from the ethical and political point of view. 
According to them it is poeslble to Interfere efficiently in the 
evolxitioD of the meeseB to correct their disorderly manifeata^ 
tions. They all agree that the riaesea haw become an Important 
factor in hlatoryi and that they can no longer be Isolated or 
kept at the margin of society. But these tYilnkere aradoualy ask 
tbaaeelws for vhat purpose the surplus of vitality of those people 
liso haw been uprooted by the appearance of modem technology wUl 
be barnaeeed. Forj the energy e^qpended by the peoplea can help 
to forge a historical period whose fruitfulness wy\Hd be without 
•quail aod^ to the contraxyi if this energy la left to develop 
haphaaardly. It nay decide the victory of mediocrity and the 
annihilation of Europeiin culture* 

A gmat number of eolutlons for the actual crlaia of 
society ooae to our mlnda* Only one ie validt that which la baaed 
on realitlea. The niounderstandlng of theoe realitlee^ their par- 
tial consideration, would lead to Incoaiplata or totally ineffioieat 
solutions. In our oasa, because the question is one of a hietozl- 
cal fact, we must direct ourselves according to the creative entity 
of hlstoxy, according to the factor which serves as peimansnt 
support to its manifestations. What does hlstoxy do? What force, 
idiat organism activates its springs? Ve are think1.ng about oon« 
Crete hlstoxy, the history iddoh can be atudisd by our intelleots, 
leaving aside the question of supernatural intervention. The 
problem conalete therefore, in determiJig the creative factor of 
hletory. And, in order not to diverge from our point of departure, 
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MO must «3iC ourcel'/es ir It is not the niasces who hold the icey— po- 
sition in history, if they crc net the ones, Mho, in the final 
analysis, decide tlie course of history? Or, if this mlsalon is 
prohibited them, toward what superior realities are we advancing? 

Gz^t speculations vez^ made about the taosses. People 
brought out Toiy well as if it were an tnperfectlon what was 
amorphous, anonymous, and Indicative of a lack of responsibility’ 
in their character, without granting enou^ l:!iportance to what 
distlnguiahea thei^ to tha interruptions which occur In their 
unifoxn extension at certain points, there is no homogeneous 
hnaan aasa on the earth. There is no raass that could present the 
saae oharacterlstles whether Chinese, American, African, or 
jBox^Dpean, The hiann product of the mass is subject at certain 
points to profound modifications which coincide with the geo« 
graphical dlatribution of peoples. The concept of the masses 
must therefore be reoonsidered, by saying more spedfloally that 
we are dealing with *natlonsl*< massea, with the masses of a cer- 
tain people. This does not prevent us from thinking of "tha mass", 
with its genarsl oharaoterlatlcs, as something apart from the 
national particularities^ without pushing the abstraction to the 
point It would not oolnoide with realities. 

The national diversity of the masses can be explained tgr 
t h ei r origin. Before becoming aasaes they resided In tha bio- 
Xogicsl and historical sphere of a nation. They detached then* 
eelvss from the inner sphere of a people, and cams into being 
narked with an ethnic etas^). The mas see are not autonoaous 
entitles, they represent a phase In the development of a people, 
a nodifloation of the national substance. One cannot separate the 
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"iaas3« from the ’’nation", for the inaas la nothing eliBe than Uie 
nation with a greater diaplay of forcoe. The maaaea are con- 
tinuing to play their role In history aa the « national" masses. 

The masses lead us toward the natioris* >Laeses hewn of U» 
sane stuff with no national meaning, do not exist anywhere in the 
world. The "national" type cf hx;uaan species has not yet appearecU 
Vie do not know of any individuals are neither Rumanians, nor 
Oraeka, nor French, nor English, The type of nan dasorloed the 
sooiologlrt as belonging to the naas yields everywhere to the type 
of nan Wio belongs to the nation. It may oe that the Geraanlc aass 
is in Bsny weye very similar to the OaeUic naes, but, by their 
way of thinking ar^ their concept of life, the elements which are 
derived from the nation always have the last word. At decisive 
■oiaeotSf the voice which arises from the depths of a people will 
be stronger than the apparent nihilism of the masses. 

The appearance of the masses merely signifies that the 
peoples have entered another phase of achievement, that consider- 
able contingents of individuals, favored by technological and in- 
dustrial potential, are awaking from their nlllenlal inertia. But 
It Is always a t^uestion of a revolution which takes place vithin 
a nation, the xiatlons, and not the masaee who do not control 
their futursi are the ones who clttier win or lose. In order for 
the masses to sxlst, the nations must pre-eodst. In other periods 
too, social changes occurred which affected the fate of numerous 
peoples as well as \^st regions of the earth) but these ohangeoin 
turn "changed", whereas the nations which underwent these trans- 
forgBatlons still exist today, Onoe feudalism embraced the whole 
of Europe, The democratic revolution had the same general re« 
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percuasloi'ia j but neithe^ne nor the oi-lier of theae socIaX otr*uc- 
tures represent the end of history, "The inass" is an equally 
general social phonomona. But '-i' the period of the masses la be- 
gloningj this does no^ mean that the portod of the nations is 
over, for a substitute, a second-rate phenomenon cannot replace 
the principal phenomenon from which it draws Ita life* 

Hiatojy is the theatre of struggloe, of passions and un- 
leste, which set one nation against another. It Is true, ne^er* 
tbeless, that the enrlxxjnaent In which the nations flourish 
changes constantly under the influence of supranational raluesi 
the great religions, the great philosophies, the gr^^t sclen«> 
tlfic diecorrerles, the great historical shocks, and the great 
cataclyana of natuie. But these factors of a spiritual or 
material nature constitute only a group of circunstances Wiich 
are outside tbs nation} they change the atoosphere, thay create 
new prohlens, thay demand a new attitude on their part, without 
erer being able to take their place. These forces act froas 
without, whereas the peopla work from within* In fact, the 
great currents of ideas never addressed thenselTsa to isolated 
individuals, but to the nations. It Is only after the natloiis 
have appropriatad them that the Ideas are abla to aprsad* What 
are the triuaphal dates In the history of the Christian church, 
if Dot the dates of the Chrletianlsatlon of the European peoples* 

the sane remark can also ^>ply to the great figuree In 
histoxyi Ale x a n de r the Great, Caesar, liapoleon, Pitt, Bismarck, 
They were not great because they had more than the average human 
qualities, but because they placed their eminent qualities at the 
service of their peoples. If they had pursued goals alien to those 
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of th*lr peopleo. It is certain that their compatriots would not 
have helped them in achieving their exceptional peraonaiities. 

Have things really changed today^ as it ia supposed they 
have? Are the nations dooned to disappear, and are the cen- 
turies to COM ever to get to know these social entities? Will 
the ^oiiit forces of the mass and of technology destroy the na- 
tional groups and produce a uniforra type of humanity? 

Theae dark oneos are conpletely without basia* Let us 
lYTiev a few ervents. Is It not true that the nineteenth ceotujy, 
which hae been called the century of technology and the appear- 
ance of the massesi alao ao^uired the name of the "century of 
nationalities**? The unification of Oezmahy, of Italy, of Rumania, 
of Bulgaria, of Servia, and of Qraeoe took place during that 
period* Other peoplaa obtained their independence after World 
War Ii the Poles, the CMcbS| the Estoniansi tha Letts, and the 
Llthuaniana* the Katlonal Aalatio States formed luider our rsry 
eyest the Philippines, Buroa, Hindustan, Pakistan, Indoosaia, 
Lsbanon, Syria and all the Arab States. The Isrselites, too, who 
for twenty centuries have tried to return to their orlginsl hones, 
created e state. Do these extraordinary events not contradict all 
the pesaimist prophecies which were made on the subject of the oa- 
tioQst Can we find hero any signs of decadence? 

By paraphrasing Toequeville, who believed in the universal 
propagation of the phenomenon of equal! Mtion, could we not also 
say that the movement for the national rssurreetion of the peoples 
also has a universal character, and seems to be guided by the hand 
of Provldenoe? 

Technology also contributed to this extraordinary flourishing 
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of the national spirit. Technology, which ia a factor in claea 
equalisation, may also be a contributing factor in differentiation. 
Without the modem possibilities of production and circulation, it 
would be hard to iJnsgine the Asiatic peoples* reaching a stage of 
aelf^onsclousneaa so rapidly. The Europeans were the ones tiio 
offered the spiritual and material arms capable of helping them 
to acquire their independence. But in spite of th* Important role 
of technology in the life of modem luan, it %iould be abeurd to 
rank that factor, idilch appeared in the last century, of equal 
Importance with the nation, idiich has always eJdsted, 


Since nations create history, it follows that all the 
mdem problems concerning the State, culturs, technology, oon- 
tlnental unification, and economic plans must be grouped ulthlii 
the fremawork of the nation, and their solution considered as an 
extension of the national perspective. The problem oonoemlng 
the massee Is of the sane character; it cannot be solved to the 
exeXuslon of the existence and necessities of the nation. 

It is necessary first of all to stop considering the 
masses as a calamity of our period, Tne appearance of the masses 
is e normal phenoomnon of history. Technology only ecoelersted 
the rhythm of the process, by giving it a turbulent character, 
a character of unrest, but it is not the basis of its origin, a«vi 
does not regulate it. It Is only an accident in the inevitable 
movement toward tlie equalisation of society, Even without the 
brutal intervention of modem technology, the eass movement would 
have occurred, since this was proscribed in the Inherent order of 
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the r^atlon. The trewi toward equallzetlon rest* upon the creative 
urge of the nationa. It is a algn of their vitality, and a phe- 
nomenon which manifests Itself firmly only in Europe. It is the 
Christian religion with its universal vision i^ch enabled the 
European nations to achieve the greatest dlsplaydr forces. 

Analogous movenents in Asia and in Africa only reflect the events 
taking place in Europe* 

^y playing a part in the nation, the naseea are only taking 
the place uhich urns reserved for than since the dasn of hlstozy, 

Ih fact, It is not nomal for a snail part of ths people to decide 
the futore of the whole idiile alllions of nan have no word in the 
affairs of ths state* The natloos which are United to that feeble 
historical participation are in an Inconplote phase of their de- 
velopsaot* Tbr the reaulta ars not the sane If aUliona of nan 
work with all their strength for ths happiness of their nation^ 
of If only a few eitisens are eonadoua of their national duty, 

Nbthing la aors dealrahle than to aee the whole nation preocoupyi^i 
with vital probleaa, A nation is even noie powerful when its 
creative bails is larger, when a greater nuaber of citlsens take 
an lotarsat in its Ideala and sacrifice theaselvea for those 
ideals. 


Is not tooqueviUs*s movement for equalisation the re- 
peated effort of the people to achieve self4cnowledge, to under- 
stand end have control of themselves? The various Inddenta 
which ooeorred in that Bx>vement indicate the phases of develop- 
ment in the active oonsdouaness of a people* The advance of 
equalisation narka a progress in the creative foroes of a people. 
Groups of individuals who demand the right to shape the national 
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dettlny br«»k away successively from the aesses of man without 
hlatory, Tha French Revolution created a great breach In the 
state by allowing all of the middle classes to participate in 
its life. Technology and capitalisti removed the last of the 
old social barriers and transforned the trend toward ec^uali* 
cation into a veritable deluge. Nererthelessi tha process is 
not over yet. It is going to penetrate even sore deeply^ until 
the artificial differentia tlon between people and nation dlseppssxs 
coopletely. 


If tbera is so»ething over irid^ch to be alarMsd^ it is 
not over the i^pearaoce of the nesses in histoxyj but over the 
inability of the old ruling classes to understand the signifi- 
cance of this phenoBsnon. In the final analysis, it ias the 
bourgeois and capiteillst class, idiich, through its deaoorstlo 
pzdnciples and its technological aohievensnts forced nen to 
leave their hoses. This class is responsible for the de- 
population of ths vlllsges. It also should have fox^sseeo the 
changes in attitude which were bound to occur sstong an uprooted 
population. The crlals of contemporary society is not provoked 
so such by the appearance of the masses as, in the first plaoe, 
by the bsokward spirit of the ruling classes, which did not 
sdspt the State to the new situations. To throw the reepoosl- 
bUitise on the naesee is to transfer the guilt to tho wrong quarter. 
The aaases constitute a threat only in proportion to the failure 
on the pert of the elite. The individuals Wio conq)rlse these 
niseee have been uprooted by industrialisation. They ere 
paeeing through a critical moment in their existence, through 
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a period of transition, and they need a friandly hand to help 
them resist this trial. The oiasion oi' tne elite Is to take 
up the cause ox the Trasses, through wisdom and patience to mak» 
them once ;aore of use to the nations. The masses broke away 
from the old regi/ae idiich bad reigned over society till then* 

But they did break away from the spirit of the nations and 
continue to serve it under their new oonditioae of life* Their 
natural Inpulae turgee then to reestebliab thenselves within the 
rreanork of the nation* The elite who would adopt thla pro* 
gran would not be acting contrary to realityj nor would they be 
pretending to eetablish things i^lch are opposed to the general 
tendanolea of the aaeaea* 

Since the old elite no longer roepood to these nsedej 
the only eolutlon to the actual crisis llee in the appearance 
of a new elite* Thla elite will be favored from the point 
of vlev of selection^ for the basis of reerultnent will now 
enooaqieee the entire population of a country* But an elite 
eatabXiahed itself around an Ideal* It has a doctrine for its 
core. There are no elite serving events. The elite has 
nothing to do with groups of opportunlete In political life* 

The qAMtloa oonsiste^ therefore^ in knowing on what concept 
of life, on what doctrine the prssent«dey elite will take 
Its etend* It eaeae that only a spirltusil guldanoe capable 
of unifying the contradictlone of our tine would be able to 
attain this goal* The role of the oontsJ^rary elite is to 
Bold the diffuse energiee of the oassee in proportion to the 
national eubetance i^ioh these energies contain* in elite Wiioh 
would not respond to this appeal WDuld Itself become an expression 
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of the iT£.baeB, and Its inoerveation wo -Id have no other effect than 
to aggravate the present chaos of aociety. 

Only on* doctrine can solve the problem of the maseea in a 
manner that would last and would profit all the worlds the na« 
tlonaliet doctrine. Nationalism representa the inhereat for6e of 
a nation and that force moves all the individuals^ Each in- 
dividual, tx> matter how obscure his existence, carrlee in him the 
seed of the nation's destiny* Xhersfore, In order to obtain 
nationalism, it is nacessary to start by awaJosning these latent 
energies* A dull people cannot be a natlonalistio people* The 
movement toward equalisation promotes Nationalism, for, through 
its appearance the masses, which until then have led a static 
life, liberate themselves from their social inferiority ooi^ilex 
and dlxeot their energies toward the higher realms of the nation* 
The are the natural aUles of Nationalisa* 

lationallsn Is as. old as humanity* If, however, it 
appeared only in our period as a detemlning factor in history, 
it is because the souroes of ethnical vitality acquired import-* 
anx:e only in our tine* Not only were the old class privllegea 
an instrument for oppressing the mas sea, they were also a force 
hostile to tha nation's development* The true history of a 
people can start only with the rdalitation of their creative 
potantialitles • 

Kationalisa recognises In the stream of the masses the 
creative energies of the nations* But it does not stay In that 
primary phase* It does not allow itself to be carzled away by 
the stream of the maases* It imposes a certain spiritual discipline 
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upon thorn. Nationalism clrcumvento the dan;^ers of total eouality 
bv provoking in the very center of the raaasea a counter movement 
of an anti -equalisation nature# It breaks the waorphous bloc of 
the mass down Into Individuals gifted witli a personal concept of 
life, and these Individualfl, through their constant growth, change 
those pitiful charactere# Nationalism dissolves the mass into 
individuals and poraonalltiss. The amorphous nan who compose tbs 
nssass can beoons nationslist only at the price of a great Inner 
effort. In order for him to discover within hinaelf and within 
the circle which surrounds the nation's ezlstenoe, hs Bust appeal 
to the farces of intuition and coatenq)lation. This spiritual con- 
centration wins over equalization# The Individual who is in- 
tensely ooncemed over the fate of the nation frees himself of 
stereotyped patterns of thou^t, and his jxidgnent acquires a 
personal accent# A new aristocracy will cone into being based 
sopclusively on the forces of the soul. Naturally, these changes 
encoiQ>ssa only the spiritual level, for on the political level 
the deoooratio principles will continue to deoida the relation- 
ships between individuals# 


The solutions most frequently posed and moat wsloome today 
srs thoss which proposs to solve the problem of the masses without 
tbs nation's participation. After World War II, Bationallsm was 
not only vanquished on the political level, but banished from the 
level of speculative thought, A kind of prejudice idilch ellBlnates 
this oonospt from intellsotual circulation inposed itself. let, 
to avoid Hatlonallsn Is to avoid the nation, the primary reality 
of history, the seat of the creative energies of humanity# that 
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la wtiy, ail the solutions which apply directly to the masses \<hlle 
ignoring the axis tehee of the national reality are based on false 
preuilBeB, They could hardly make the masses raoire ooble^ or 
differentiate them. They would only aggravate the situation by 
ajHalgating them even more. 

Socialism and the oon-Nationallstlc European States are 
two Gonoepts which are fighting to obtain public faror* they 
also tend to erase the ethde dlrerslty of the maseesj a diversity 
Wiich is t:i8 very source of their opportunity to renev themselves* 

We do not see what spiritual progress can be made if the nationalist 
masses of Europe ahoxild become an amorphous bloc of liOO to 500 
million souls* Kill the average mn, of Uiom the masses are com- 
posed^ be able to isq>rove his spiritual self if he is uprooted 
from the framework of the nation and absorbed into s nameless 
multitude? On the contrary^ this loanner of burling him into 
boundless soclsl space is the same thing as depriving hlA of 
all the moral support of his conscience. Sooialiam sivl the non- 
natloQslistio state ars attacking the lest barriers which hold 
beek the pressure of the masses. 

Indlvidnal liberty itself, considered by Tocqueville ss the 
only fsotor which can keep the total leselliog of society from 
coming about, oannot very well change the crude appearance of the 
BBSsee if it does not ally ItseK with 3btiooalisa« External 
political and social liberty Is not an independent value but 
the epiphenonienoa of a fundamental condition of the soul* The 
need for external liberty Is felt when the creative forces of the 
individual are in effervescence* Then, ahything coming ^fron with- 
out Wiich impedes the creative energy of the Individual is blamed 
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upon X&ck Ox rro©<ioni* Creation is uho support of freecioni. If 
man lacked creative irapulae, or if that Impulse in him were killed 
through fcaTj he would not fight for external freedom* This mean® 
that it la not enough to create and maintain an environment of po- 
litical liberty in a country, if, at the sane time, that country 
lacka the proper envlronnient for creative inatincta. External 
free<^« in Itself rcioaina a big question nark, for the noat part 
a favorable auppoaltion if not acoonpanied by imer liberty, if 
the IndiTidual ia not encouraged to fulfill the aocial framewoiic 
of freedom* 

There la techrxilogical creation and cultural creation* 
Techoologioal production offers producta in aerie a whtcJi can be 
sold and tranamitted to other countries* Culture is the opposite 
of thle tinitatlon, of this transplantation of the values of one 
country to another* It alwaj*e bears c. nationalist character, and 
Ita dlaatuinetlon among other peoples does not play eistimulat'^ng 
role* The indlTidual ulahea to diine in the cultural realm 
mat follow the same roadt always use the specific enai*gy of the 
culture, which emanates from within the nation* To be a cul- 
tured man moans first of all to master the spiritual cooixUrvates 
of the nation* Indlrldnal liberty is inseparably bound to 
crsativeoass, and crsativeness of a superior ox^ler, i*e., culture 
is inseparably bound to Katlonalisn* 

The opinions that vs have just expressed nay give rise to 
the idea or opinion that we see danger in the movements for the 
fedsrallMtlon of Europe* We are not fighting against the pxinoi- 
pis of such a union* Bumanity will have taken a decisive step on 
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cia^' jyitiona ceaae to t/c:ar eacli ouner apart and insi^ad 

spend aT ^ their energi fl for construe tl'/e purposes* But the 

e 

hopes Hliich people place on tlie aolijlj^venent of such a European 
Union depend, In the first place, on the noderation vrtiich is 
praetdeed in applying this principle* A united Europe is not 
a revolutionary end, If, by revolution, ue laean a certain 
spiritual transfornatlon of rton* The fact that the naeaes will 
he able to circulate freely from one end of the Continent to 
the other ulll in do way l*qprave their way of thinking* IVhy 
attribute to this Union virtues which it does not poaaoes? 

In wha t way would the actual crisis be alleviated? A united 
Europe would merely represent a fraxaework, a larger political 
sphere, which, in order to become productive, would have to bo 
ixaplred with an ideological content* 

There is a poaltlve limit to the concept of unification, 
and idian It surpasses this lindt it becomes a handicap* The 
pre8ent<-day federalist novenents daslra an organic xeconstruc- 
tion of Europe, that la to say, they wish to build a osv building 
with the consent of the peoples and not by an act of force, as 
was ths cass with Napoleon, Hltlar, and, in our tins, Stalin* 

This fact shows that they recognize liapllcltly the existence 
and individuality of the nations t and, as a result, all tbs 
progzvuis which they elaborate must be inspired by this basic 
truth* The fundaneutal criterion which must guide the federalist 
!oovenenta — as they themselves admit ** is respect for the 
integrity and specific needs of each nation. A federation of the 
European States cannot have as its aim the destruction of the 
oationA bases, but their preservation from the mortal danger which 
threatens them because of modem means of destruction* 
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If yhe foderaXist .-ovenent agrees on bjildlng Europe on 
the basis of the free union of people3| it is inr.draissible tLiat 
tendencies contrary to that principle will appear at the core 
cf that rnoveraent| tendencies which would tend to sacrifice the 
nationalist ejdstence for abstract fornulas. One of those Ideas 
which lacks all sense of reality is that which proposes that the 
Europe of toatorrov odght be built by taking the United States as 
a Model. It would be built In the same way r.s the now continent, 
where the States grouped thaiaselves under a central ad* 

Blnistratioa. Our fec'cralists forget one basic facts the United 
States repz^esents one single nation, and the federal State idiioh 
was proclalned at VTiashington is the ejq>resslon of the ethnic 
unity which was based on ancient An;;lo*Saxon traditions. The 

States which agreed to become members of a greater state, 
represented the local particular! ties of the same nation. Let 
us take another example i the German States idiich existed before 
Bismarck vers political systems which appeared within the sane 
nation and they graritated within the orbit of a greater stats, 
capable of encompassing tlia whole of the Germanic nation. In 
Europe, things are otherwise. Within its confines are a nul* 
titude of nations. Each State covers the sphere of existence 
of one single people. European unification cannot be acooi^pliehed 
tha way it was in America. In Europe we must, rather, prodeed 
erepirically from the particular case to the particular cose, br 
starting with unities and regional interests, and by avoiding 
fomulae too general which are borrowed. 

A Europe which would unify itself hastily because of over- 
enthusiasm, without taking into account the perpetual unrest of the 
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liatioamllst spirit, would eosil/ k.riro£t, Anu il an 

outside nation took upon ItssU tXiu taek oi fcs tab li sh i ng ox*d6r 
on th6 European contliittit, this would t4* a repetlttou of tne saoe 
stereotyped political situation inherited from Hapoleon and Hitler, 
and the same results would je obtained. That power would have to 
ma k e iufielf the guardian of order without the consent of the 
peoples, and its accompli shine nts would I'iJt as long as it was 
capable of npJntoining ohat order by force, 

m the realm of uaification also, iiationallsn reestablishes 
a clear conprehecfflon of things* It disposes of U/o great posal* 
biUtles of actioni on one hand, it conserves and fortifies the 
souX^ of the nations; on the other, it creates an atnosphere of 
reclp3x>cal understanding and good relations between peoples* This 
spirit of fratemiaation is what makes it possible to have a unloD 
of National States, and what guarantees the feasibility of this 
new political formation. Nationalism prepares the minds of the 
peoples for wfaat Federalism wishes to accomplish . From the 
national level to the international level, the transitioA.takes 
place without difficulty becaxise the nation’s spiritual contemplation 
also purifies their reciprocal relationships* Erary nation which 
has reached an enlightened phase in its history sees In the 
existence of other peoples a miracle, and considare the creatlone 
of theae peoples a divine gift In which the %iholc of htamnity 
should rejoice* 


